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Dear children, 
The month of August is always 
associated with Independence day. But 
have you given thought to what is 
independence? There are two aspects. 
Independence for the nation and 
independence for the individual. 

When are you really independent? Only 
when you are educated and have acquired a 
Skill by which you can stand on your own feet. Otherwise independence has no 
‘meaning. 

This is where Information Technology or LT. helps. Besides providing jobs 
for thousands, 1. also helps you to acquire knowledge. As you know knowledge 
is power. Power to acquire a skill by which you can earn a living and not be 
dependent on anybody else. With a little imagination and luck you can make 
real money! 













Unfortunately LT. is also misused as is television. Net surfing, chatting and 
using the computer for playing games and seeing cinemas are all a waste of 
time. When you play an outdoor game your health improves but being glued to 
TV or computers spoils your eyes and health in general. 

LT. will rule the future, that is for sure. 1.T. will find a place in almost all 
walks of life. But the future is in your hands. If you use LT. properly your future 
is bright, By improper use you will be gambling away your future - even literally! 
Love 
Of all created things the loveliest, dO — 

And most divine are children, Sie 
William Canton Editor 
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am your ardent reader. Your magazine 
enriches my general knowledge and it is @ 
Brainvita, 

A. Jebachitra, 
age 16, 6.G.H.S.S., Thottapalayam. 
| find Gokulam a cheerful, ever! sting 

companion. 
Riju Mathew, Std. X, ALAMS, 
Coimbatore 

{ want to send in my experiences during 
the various trips we undertook. How do | 
send them? 

Varsha, Std. X, KV, DRDO, 
Bangalore 

Dear Varsha, 

You can send inas many contributions 
as’you like. Please send each article on 
4 Separate sheet of paper. If you want 
your articles returned If not selected, 
then you must send ina stamped, selt- 
addressed envelope. 

Don't forget to mention your 
name, age, name of school and 
your house address in each 
article. 

Thanks for publishing my 
article ‘Caring parents’ in July 
2000 issue. 

I have been reading your 
‘magazine since 1994. Ike it very 
much, 

M.M. Kishore Kumar, Std. 

(XB, Breeks AIHSS, Ooty. 

| happened to read the 
‘magazine during a vacation in 
Pondicherry last December. 
My father, who noticed my 
eagerness, has begun subscribing 
to it. Now, every month | 

anxiously await the magazine. 

M. Arunesh, Std. 1V, Holy Cross 
School, Sonada. 
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Gokulam is @ popular, fun-filled, 
knowledge bank, Please publish some 
mathematical facts and science 
experiments. It will help high school 
students 

Rashmi Kori, Std. X, Gulbarga. 

| began reading your magazine three 

‘months ago. Everyone in my house loves. 

the magazine. Even my mother loves 

Gokulam. 

V, Karthik, age 14, Karnataka 

Sangha HSS, Chennai 

| like Appu and Kuku and Grandma 

Worm the most, Please publish more 
interesting stories. 

Pranali P. Kumar, age 9, Cluny 

Convent, Bangalore, 





LETTER 


BOX 





UNDIR STORY 


PART II 





feanwhile the Undir family was 
in turmoil. Toffee mouse was 
contacted. Toffee did not know 
anything about Brother’s plans for joint 
studies and sleeping overnight. None 
of Brother's friends could give any 
information. 

The police were informed. They 
began questioning Mama and Papa 
about whether Brother had been doing 
badly in school, whether the parents 
had scolded him and so on. It was all 
very unpleasant. 


WHAT AN 


ADVENTURE 


Sister was in tears! None of them 
could explain. why Brother might be 
missing. Finally the police began 
tapping their telephone conversations. 
Perhaps he had been kidnapped for 
ransom. 

In Bombay, after slipping out of the 
theatre manager's office, Brother 
decided to be more careful. He got on 
to an electric train and thoroughly 
enjoyed the ride! He saw lots of people 
getting on and off. 

“With passengers changing all the 
time I don’t have to worry about being 
found out! Besides, no one seems to 
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be bothered!” It was not difficult to 
sleep fora few hours. The stations and. 
trains seemed to be busy places with 
lots of people and children rushing 
about. He could go on and on... 





A couple of days went by. Brother 
was discovering the joys of exploration, 
oblivious of the chaos he had caused 


| R. Vishwanathan, age 15, Secunderabad | 









at home, He entered a big shopping 
mall. How pleasant everything was! 
Clean and shining! The toilets were 
also good. He brushed and washed 
himself and changed clothes. 

He walked into a medical shop and 
bought some antiseptic forhis cuts and 
bruises. He ate a burger with a large 
helping of tomato ketchup and finger 
chips. 

He then entered a shop selling caps, 
belts, clips, hair pins, and various 
knick-knacks. “May be I should buy 
something for Sister!” He went to a 
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aa 
wey! 


4 fiels nearing 
SH agir |'scap? 





salesgirl and asked her for advice, She 
suggested a pair of butterfly hair clips. 
He selected and paid for them. 

Just then a salesman approached 
him, “Sir, can I interest you in 
something nice for boys too? we have 
some new styles in caps this summer.” 
Brother was flattered at being called 
Sir. He followed the salesman to the 
caps section, 

Brother was flattered at 
being called sir. He followed 

the salesman. 


The salesgirl had also followed 
him. She exchanged 

knowing looks with the 

‘alesman, Brother did not 

think much about it, The 

salesman suggested a floral 

yellow and blue cap. 


Brother had no idea how 


A 

















price and paid what the 
salesman quoted, He 
put on his cap, tucked 
away the hair clips in 






oo 


hhis backpack and left the shop. 

Brother sat by a fountain for 
sometime, enjoying the feel of the 
water's cool spray. Someone walked by 
him sniggering “Why! He's wearing a 
girl's cap! It’s just like mine!” Brother 
stared! He quickly removed the cap and. 
looked at it carefully. He could not tell 
whether it was for boys or girls. Not 
wanting to attract attention, he stuffed 
the cap in his backpack, thinking of 
8 





ing it to Sister. 


“See, I told you I could make him 
remove it! I win! Give me ten rupees!" 


‘a 





Never will 
this again! 


Brother heard 
familiar voice. 

“Well, Ok! But I 
won first! Tet that 
I could make the 
fool buy the cap in 
the first place! So 


M 


we're quits!" J 
another familiar 
voice said. He rr 


turned and saw the 
two sales persons 
from the shop. 

How he had been 
duped! 

Brother was hungry. The chhola- 
bhatura stall looked tempting with hot 
bhaturas coming out from a huge iron 
kadhai, He rummaged in his backpack 
but could not find any money. He 
searched his pockets and came up with 
afew coins. In trying to keep away from 
getting caught he had forgotten all 
about getting a job! 


He had no money tor 
the ticket. He would 
have to sneak in. 
‘Should he go back? How would he 
buy tickets? Brother began to panic. 
How do people get jobs? Would they 
not ask him questions? The orphan 
story might not work. He started 
wandering aimlessly wondering about 
his next move. 

t became dark and he was 
frightened. Should he go to a night 
show in some other theatre? It might 
be a good place to rest and get some 
sleep. This time there was no 
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do 








enthusiasm because he had no money 
for the ticket. He would have to sneak 
in, The thought of getting caught and 
beine handed over to the police 
frightened him. He had never been out 
after dark. 

Someone screamed. Brother 
listened. There it was again! He 
decided to investigate. The screams 
came from behind a half-broken door 
of a dilapidated house. He peeped 
through the cracks, 

An old man was beating up a child 
while a woman watched. What was 
going on? “How dare you hide money 
from me?” Whack! “After feeding you 
and giving you a place to live, you try 
to cheat and run away!" Whack! The 
child screamed again. The woman 
would not interfere, 

Brother could not bear it. Without 
thought he rushed to the police station 
and begged the constable to come with 
him. ‘The constable was surprised to 
see Brother Undir, but decided to 
hum« ur him, Brother took him to the 
dilay dated house. The constable 
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knocked with his baton and pushed the 
door open, The old man stood upright 
as the constable pulled off his wig 
saying, "Oh, its you Chhota-Chakoo! 
Kidnapping boys again for begging?” 

A few sharp whistles from the 
constable brought several policemen 
there. ‘The kidnapper and his partner, 
the woman, were nabbed. The little boy 
{gave information about his family. Two 
kindly policewomen were assigned to 
take care of him. A doctor examined 
him while some phone calls were made 
to the family 

Brother suddenly burst into tears. 
What if he had been kidnapped? 
Anything could have happened! Out 
came the whole story of Brother's 
adventure, When the anxious parents 
of the little buy came what hugging and 
kissing there was! This only made 
Brother cry some more! How he longed 
to see Papa and mama! If only he could 
{g0 back to them! 

The constable gave him a stern 
warning, which was not at all 
necessary! Brother had learnt his 
lesson. The police had already been 
alerted by the Undir family. So it did 
not take very long for a family reunion 
in Bombay. The constable was pleased 
that he had solved two cases atthe same 
time, “Brother has been a responsible 
fellow - it was he who helped me catch 
CChhota-Chakoo! So please don’t be too 
hard on him!” he said to Papa Undir. 

“Never will Ido this again! Tam so- 
0 sorry Mama, Papa!” said Brother, 
handing over the butterfly clip to Sister, 
who hugged him. 


Anuradha Khati 





1. The smallest known fish is the a 
‘pygmea. It is about the size of an ant and is 
eres 

ae pen te Ug sa Ge 
midget called ‘Princess Pauline’, who at the 
‘age of 12 was only 23.2" tall or only 3 0 5 
poole 

‘3. The world’s tallest mountain, even highor than 
‘Mt. Everest is Mauna Koa-an underwater 
‘mountain which rises 33,476 feet. 

4, The Dead Sea (actually a lake 45 miles long 
‘and 10 miles wide) is so salty that it is 
impossible to drown init unless you are held 
ee 

5. ACanadian tattoo artist had 4,831 tattoos on 


his boy. 
Vipin Shenoy, 
‘Std. VIC, Kendriya Vidyalaya, Visakhapatnam 






















Contribute to Gokulam 

and win a special prize! 
Here'san opportunity to wina special 

prize for contributions to Gokulam, 

All student contributors who find a 
place in the magazine from July 2000 
will be sent a participation certificate 
besides remuneration. 

‘You must preserve all the certificates, 
you receive. At the end of one year, the 
‘contributor with the largest number of 
certificates will win a special prize! 
-Béitor 
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Daring the summer vacation I visited 
Gopichettypalayam, a tiny town in Tamil 
Nadu. Small and marginal farmers account 
for more than 75 percent of I rural 
economy. We have progressed substantially 
in agriculture 

| know little about those who supply us 
‘our food. | spoke to a few farmers in the 
town 
They work long hours. Sometimes late 
into the night too. The crops require 
constant care 

















When the season begins farmers til the land 









and sow the seeds, The fields are watered 
after 15 days and then manure is added, 
Alter this, the fields are watered every two 
days 

If the field is properly cared for, then 
the farmer can be assured of a good harvest. 
Generally, pests and diseases affecting the 







crop are taken care of by pesticides and 
insecticides 
Farmers fear snakes and snake bites. They 
apply wet clay on the wound 
‘before the vitim is rushed tothe 
N hospital. The clay pack prevents 
venom from spreading. They 
hold doctors i 
regard. Though they 
provide us with our 
food and work long 
hours, they eat very 
litle 
‘All wotkers inthe field share thei lunch, 
Usualy they have rice and curds for lunch. 
Those who cannot afford curds have cooked 
‘ice soaked in water overnight. They don't 
‘at spicy food as itis hazardous to health. 
The wealthy among the workers drink 
buttermilk. Others setle for water 
Farmers who work in the field are paid 
either in cash or in kind. They are paid 
amyhere between RS.50 and Rs. 70 per day 
Sometimes they are given rice as payment 
instead of money. 

These farmers would like a raise in their 
payment. They want their children to 
study. Adeast ther children must have 
three meals a day. A little more 

encouragement from the government and 
some land of ther own will help them a 
lot they say 
S. Aswin, Std. XII B, 
Sri Venkateswara Vidhyalaya, 
Chennai 


HELLO, DOCTO! 
‘© J. Karthikadevi, Chennai 
‘7 Why is our sense of smell affected during 
cold? 

| The nose is composed of two nasal 
cavities and a wall of cartilage called 
‘nasal septum between them. Atthe 
end of the nasal cavities lies a thin 
membrane called mucous 
membrane. 

‘Two olfactory nerves that 
are responsible for smell 
detection reach this membrane from 
the brain. The cells present in the electric impulses in the nerves there. These 
‘olfactory nerves detect the smell, These impulses are carried to the smell centre in 
calls are called receptors and are the brain by the olfactory nerves, 
ccan detect the scent of 


embedded in the mucous 
membrane. Our nose has 
seven kinds of receptors 
Each one detects a lf 
diferent smell. Our nose 
flowers, fruits and 
peppermint, besides 
‘mushy, buring, alcoholic i 
and pungent odours. aN 

When we smell i 
something particles ~ 
toning ouch treah ca - 
this sensitive area 
through the nasal cavities. They generate 
XN 

























kind of smell. 


When we catch a cold, the mucous 
membrane swells up and secretes a lot of 
fluid. We call this a runny nose. These 
secretions block the sensitive area of the 
nasal cavities. Hence our sense of smell is 
affected, 


© Saajan, Bangalore 
? What is brain tumour? What are the 
‘symptoms? What is the cure? 

! Brain tumour is a swelling or 
enlargement occurring in the brain. It may 
be localised or invasive; benign or 
malignant. it may occur anywhere in the 
intra-cranial portion of the central nervous. 
system, However, it does not spread beyond 
the cerebrospinal axis. 

Brain tumours in children are usually the 









result ofa developmental defect. Inadults 
20% to 40% of malignant brain tumours 
are metastatic (that which transforms) 
lesions trom cancer in the breast, lung, 
kidney, gastrointestinal tract etc 

The symptoms of a brain tumour are 
headache, nausea, vomiting, lethargy, 
disorientation, visual 
disturbances and epilepsy. 

Brain tumour can be diagnosed by 
examining the eye, X-ray of the 
skull, EEG, cerebral 
angiography, CAT 
brain scan and a 
study of spinal 
fui. 

Treatment: I 
detected early, 
the tumour can 





be surgically removed. Medicines 
Vincristine also help to prevent recurrence. 
Inoperable tumours require radiotherapy. 
(© Ajai Roshan, Pudukottai 
? My parents say, playing too many 
computer games spoil the eyes. [sit true? 
! Yes, certainly! Playing too many 
computer games for hours together 
produces strain to the eye musces resulting 
in headache and giddiness. Soon, it may 
lead to refractory error. 
© Neelima, West Bengal 
? Ita vein is cut, how is it cured? 
! Ifthe cutis superficial and the vein 
isavery small one, it may 
be possible to control the 
bleeding by applying a 
tight bandage on the 
wound. Then the cut vein 
may fuse spontaneously 
within a week, 
It it is a big one, the 
doctor will ligate the cut ends 
of the vein with a suture material 
called catgut. When the wound is deep 
and the cut vein is a major one and it is 
‘needed to resume the blood circulation, 
then itis necessary to unite the cut ends by 
suturing them with appropriate suture 
material taking proper aseptic 
precautions. 











@ R. Deepak, Theni 
? Why do we belch? 

1 Every time we swallow food, 
a litle air goes down with it. A 
muscular valve at the end of 
the food pipe opens to let in 
whatever we 


quickly. Usually some 
‘amount of air is always present 
in our stomach, 


In addition, a litle gas is produced in 
the stomach during the digestion and 
indigestion of food. When too much of air 
‘and gas occupies the stomach, our brain 
(ets. signal that something should be done 
to relieve the tension there. As a result 
‘muscles of the stomach tighten up and the 


A little gas is produced 
in the stomach during 





valve opens. 

‘Thus we burp. The noise is produced 
by the air and gas vibrating in the food pipe 
when they go out of the stomach. Thus. 
belching is a reflex action by which the 
extra gases collected in the stomach are 
released. 
© V. Sugan Raj, Aujar, Kutch 
? ts madness a disease? How ist caused? 
What is the remedy? 

{Yes! It is a disease of mind, 
Unsoundness of mind is called madness. 
When a person suffers trom some disease 
cof the mind, asa result of which his mental 
faculties, functions and emotions are 
abnormal, he is said to be mad and he is 
suffering from madness. 












have consumed <>, Cy 
‘and then closes av; 


Mental deti- 
ciency, congenital 
arrest or incomplete 

development of the 
brain, chromosomal 
)), avnormatty, degen 

erative changes due 

to old age, lifestyle, 
living and social envi- 
ronment are some of 
the causes of mad 
ness. 


Psychotherapy is the main line of 
treatment for madness. If he is violent in 
behaviour, he may do harm to himselt or 
others. To avoid this, the mad person 
‘should be admitted to a mental hospital and 
get treated. 


G. Ganesan, 
Rajapal 




























he famous French dress designer, 
Dupin Modiste, was ona world tour. 
‘Accompanied by a small group of 
models and helpers, he was putting up 
shows in various countries. During his 
travels he happened to visit Jayabalpore, 
too, 

He had met Ayalaan, the minister for 
foreign affairs, in Paris. Ayalaan had 
invited him for a holiday in 
Jayabalpore. Modiste had landed 
there one day amidst alot bustling 
and yelling and unloading of 
innumerable trunks. 

Ayalaan informed King Jayabalan 
of the visit. “Monsieur Modiste has 
arrived, your majesty” Ayalaan 
announced in the palace, when all the 
‘ministers were sitting along wit the king. 

Is that his name?” the king asked 
Modiste is his name, your majesty 
Monsieur is a title like ‘Mister’ 
““Mesyer, eh?” the king asked 

“IL is pronounced Mesyer, but it is 
written as Monsieur." 

“Why can't they spell as they 
pronounce?” the king asked irritably 

“Or pronounce as they spell?” 
Solmannan said. Solmannan was the 
minister for publicity 

s he going to put up a show he 
asked Koothadi, the minister for culture 
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“No” said Ayalaan. “He is here on a 
holiday. He is planning to just relax and 
rest.” 


"W hy don't you ask him to put up a 


show, Ayalaan?” said Jawlinath, 
the textile minister. “It will be 
good for our textile industry.” 

“Yes, that’s a good idea” said 
Sigainasam, the home minister. 

“TH ask him Ayalaan said 

“What show?" the king asked 
there be dances and songs? 

“No, your majesty” said Koothadi. “It 
will be a fashion show. Some models will 
display the clothes designed by monsicur 
Modiste,” 

“Is that all?” The king s 
disappointed, 





“will 








med 





A Jayabalan Story — 


“There will be some music too" said 
Koothadi soothingly 

“Oh, very well” said the king without 
enthusiasm, 





Outside a protest group was 
chanting slogans 





Modiste agreed to do the show. Two 
days later the king and his ministers 
gathered in the palace lawns, All the 
officials too were present, Some important 
members of the public were also invited. 
Teas quite a crowd. 

Outside the gates a protest group called 
SAPADU (The Society forthe Alleviation 
of Poverty and Development of 
Utilitarianism) was chanting slogans, and 

objecting to the 
fashion show. 
“We want 
food, not clothes" 
they shouted. 
Surprisingly the 
members of the 
group seemed very 
wel fed. Anyway, 
‘no show is without 
protesters. The 
show went on, 
however 


long ramp 
had been 
erected in the 


centre of the lawn, 





“That is the 
catwalk, your 
majesty" said 
Jawlinath to the 
king. 

“What have 


cats got to do with this show?" the king 
asked 

“That's the name given to the ramp 
where the models will walk” Koothadi 
explained. 

“Well, [hope we have not taken the 


———— 
He was dressed in the most 
outlandish clothes 
ees 
trouble to come here just to see cats” the 

king muttered 

“Modiste’s creations are the cat's 
whiskers” said Arivili, 

“Here, what's this about cats again?” 
the king said angrily 

“Cat's whiskers is a phrase which 
‘means very fine” Arivili explained. 

“Enough ofthis” the king snapped. “Let 
the show begin.” 

‘There was a fanfare of trumpets, and 
then a slow drumbeat. The first model 
appeared on the ramp. Itwasa young man 

in a set of colourful 
clothes. 

‘Ashe stood on the 
ramp. Dupin Modiste 





appeared and took a bow. He was dresse 
in the most outlandish clothes. He wor 
tight black trousers with alot of designe: 
patches, a very omamental vest and bright 
multi-coloured shoes. His hair wa 
cropped close on the sides but grew thickly 
atthe top, standing erect like soldiers in 
parade. 

Using several elaborate gesture: 
Modiste began to explain the clothes or 
display. He bent his body, snapped 
fingers, raised his eyebrows, shrugged his 
shoulders and tapped his feet as he spoke 
of his creations. 

‘The king started giggling 


M odiste stiffened and glared at the 








king. “These artistic creations of 
mine are aimed at a more 
he said huffily in a 
“I never east pearls 


sophisticated level” 
thick French accent. 
before a swine.” 

“They were mentioning cats, now they 
are talking about pigs” said the king, 
bewildered. “What's all 
this?” 

Ayalaan hurriedly 
went up the ramp and 










whispered urgently to 
Modiste. The designer 
nodded and then cooled 
own, 

He continued to 
introduce more design. 
Al the models were men, 

“Don't you have any 
women models?” 
‘Sigainasam asked. 

“There are thousands 
of designers who create 
women’s clothes” said 
Modiste loftily. “I do 
men's clothes only, 
because it is more 
challenging 

“Thecrowed applauded 
atthe end ofthe show. But 
no one seemed to know 
what it was all about 

“Surely we can’t wear 
this kind of clothes in 
Public” said one official 
‘And that seemed tobe the 
general opinion 

But Jawlinath bent 
over close tothe king and 
said : “Your Majesty, lt us ask Monsieur 
Modiste to design a national costume for 
us, Tel help the textile industry.” 

“That's a good idea” said Sigainasam 

——— 

‘1 design a short dhoti that 
comes just below the knees.’ 








“Go ahead if you think so” the king told 
them, and stomped away to his private 
{quarters in the palace. 


before the king and his ministers. He 


he next morning Modiste appeared 
T bowed low and then snapped his 
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fingers. 
national costume. 


have been asked to design a 
T always break 
traditional norms.” 

He displayed a drawing which showed 
a man in a strange kind of dress. 

“Your tyaditional garment is the dhoti, 
which is white. So I suggest a dhoti in 
bright colours - like what is called a lungi, 
is it?” He bent his body to the right and 
left. “The dhoti is long enough to hide the 
ankles. So I design a dhoti which is shorter, 
and comes just below the knee. This is 
called spite designing - that is, we 
spitefully break all traditional norms.” 
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“Hear, hear!” said Solmannan, 

“Where, where?” said the king, and 
guffawed loudly. 

Modiste was taken aback. But he 
continued 

“You weara loose kind of tunic, which 
1 think is called a jibba, So I make it ight 
{A jibba has no collar or cuff. So I design 
cuffs and a collar. The jibba is normally 
worn over the dhoti, So I arrange it tobe 
inserted in the dhoti, And then ina spiteful 
blow I give you a neck tie. Like the 
Englishman, but more colourful. Voila! 
you have a national costume.” 

Sigainasam clapped, and the others 
joined in. It was agreed that Modiste 
‘would make costumes for the king and all 
the ministers fora stat 


few days later the ministers made a 

trip to the farm house where Modiste 

was staying to try out the costumes, 

since they wished to keep it a secret for 
the present. Ayalaan and his friend 
Varisumai, the finance minister, cleverly 
avoided wearing this costume. “I think 
Modiste has taken revenge on the king for 
laughing at him” said Ayalaan to 
Varisumai 
“Truly, a spite costume” said 
Varisumai.. They both slipped off quietly. 





‘The other ministers and the king donned 





on Friday. 


their new clothes and started striking poses 
in a mango grove outside the farm house. 

Sigainasam took abrisk walk to test the 
‘hot and was soon inthe open fields away 
from the grove. A bull that was grazing in 
the fields saw the blood-red dhoti that 
‘Sigainasam was wearing, and decided to 
charge. Sigainasam ran for his life, hotly 
pursued by the bull 

{As the bull came within view of the 
ministers, it spotted Modiste whose dress 
was even more colourful than 
Sigainasams. So it shifted its attention to 
the Frenchman who started running as if 
he was trying to break all sprint records. 
‘The fashion designer and the bull ran 
round and round the trees for quite a long 
time, and then Modiste went up a tree and 
escaped. Meanwhile the king and the 
ministers had vanished from the scene. 

‘The unaccustomed exercise exhausted 
Monsieur Modiste, and he decided to go 
away to more peaceful places to rest and. 
recuperate 

“Even a bull couldn't stand the spite 
costume” said Ayalaan to Varisumai the 
next day. 

“Tewould have become a gory costume 
ifthe bull had caught up with Sigainasam" 
said Varisumai 

‘And that was the end of the national 


costume of Jayabalpore. 
JANAKAN 








Nathan : I am leaving school 


George : Gosh! Why? 
Nathan : To return on Monday, 


G. Lakshmi Priya, age 11, 
Pondicherry 
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Snakes are the most 
dreaded of all animals, 


Some of them are 
endowed with a powerful 
venom that can kill. Man 
has hence invented 
countless myths, legends 
and superstitions. 

‘Snakes are shy and avoid 
human contact. They must be 
treated with caution. Here 
are a few myths dispelled 
scientifically, 

Snakes and music 
Lacking sense of hearing, 

e not 







snakes a 
charmed by 
music. The 
snakecharmer 
moves his pipe 
while playing a 
tune, It is the 
‘movement of the pipe and the footwork 


ofthe snakecharmer that plays the trick ‘a a 
Snake's tongue is : dh 
not a biting organ } 
‘The forked tongue of a 
snake is always in 
motion, It picks up 
senses of smell, taste 
and environment that are 
transmitted to the snake's 
brain, It is a delicate 
sensory organ and does 
not carry any venom, 
Two headed 
snakes : Two 
headed 
snakes 
don't exist 


























But there are occasional freaks. A 
harmless sand boa of India, whose tail 
is almost as blunt as the head of the 
snake, has made people believe that 
two headed snakes exist 

‘The rat snake is not a male cobra 
‘The rat snake and the cobra cannot 
mate because they belong to different 
species. The occasional sighting of the 
‘common cobra and the rat snake in the 
same locality has given rise to this 
belief. 


Pythons won't devour 
aman, They prefer a 
big cat or deer 





‘The whip snake is not an eye 
plucker : The harmless green whip 
snake, so often seen in the gardens, is 
accused of blinding the onlooker. Itcan, 
at the most, strike at the nose ora finger 
of its intruder. The bite is painful but 
not venomous. 

Snakes and revenge : It 





sa 





common belief that if a snake, in 
particular, a cobra is Killed, its mate 










will follow and take revenge, The snake 
that is badly beaten or killed, secretes 
musk from its anal opening, The smell 
spreads all over which attracts other 
snakes, This is not an act of revenge. 

Python's swallowing powers : Itis 
said that a giant python, reaching a 
length of 15-18 feet, can kill a man and 
devour him. No python is $0 foolish to 
commit such an act, Pythons, however, 
ceat babies. Several instances have been 
reported. ‘The python prefers a big cat 
or a deer, 

Snakes and hypnotism : Snakes 
lack eyelids but there is a modified 
transparent structure to cover and 
protect the eyes. It looks as if the snake 
has put on goggles and the consequent 
unblinking stare seems to frighten us. 

‘Snakes and unprovoked attacks : 
Snakes, by nature, are nervous 
creatures, Any snake, however large 
‘and venomous it may be, tries to escape 
in a sudden encounter with man and 
never attacks or bites without 
provocation / molestation, 
Bite by a krait does 
not produce ringed 
pattern ; It is believed 
that a person, bitten by 
the krait, produces krait 
like bands on his body 


which is sheer 
nonsense, 
TS.N. Murthy, 


Chennai 





EE! ENGLISH LETTERING Bi SISTING OF 180 TYPES 


LETTER: SIGN BOOK 


YOU TOO CAN BECOME AN ARTIST 


you wish to learn or improve your drawing skills , we provide you 
with the right support and guidance through postal correspondence. 


Our course's duration is 8 months that comprises of 8 lessons which 
means one per month. Alongwith these 8 lessons the above mentioned 
Free booklet will also be sent to you. 


If you wish to get the lessons by V.P-P. send postal stamps worth 
Rs. 20/- On receipt of your letter we will send you the lessons by V.P-P. 
and the same can be collected on payment of Rs. 300/- to the postman. 
You can also receive your lessons by sending us Postal Order / D.D. 
favouring Bapu Art School Payable at Chennai, Those who wish to lear 
monthly may send us Rs. 50/- 








‘Reg. No. 7017 
BAPU ART SCHOOL Po. Box : 5362, Vadapalani, Chennai - 26. 


Ths couse is available in Hind, Engish, Telugu, Onya, Kannada, Tami hrs 





FOREIGN STAMPS 


100 ALL DIFFERENT, ALL LARGE 
WHOLE WORLD, USED 
COMMEMORATIVE STAMP PACKET 
Rs.75/- BY MONEY ORDER. NOV.P.P 


ALL STAMPS ARE GENUINE AND 
CATALOGUED 


MANJUNATH BABU, GE 
10A, D3 D3 ROAD, 
BALARENGAPURAM, MADURAI - 625 pair 








Name : B. Datta 
Prasad 

Age: 14 

Address : Slo TR. Bala 
Krishna, D-1/333, 7th 
Block, Paper Town, 
Bhadravathi - 577 302 

Hobbies : Playing cricket, reading 


‘comics, watching T.V,, playing shute, cox k. 

Name : A. Rajasekar 

Age: 11 

Address : 1, Ist Main Street, Meena 
Estate, Sowripalayam (PO), 
Coimbatore - 641 028. 

Hobbies : Reading story books, 
cycling, gardening, playing cricket and 
football. 

Name : $. Jayalakshmi 

Age: 14 


New No.4/85, PS. Street, Nangur 
(PO), Sirgazhi, Chidambaram - 
609 106. 
Hobbies 
making friends. 


Name : S. Krishnan 


Reading, painting, 


Age : 13 
Address : Kavalambadi (PO), 
Mangaimadam, Aduthurai, Tanjore - 
612 101 
Hobbies : Reading, painting, 


making friends. 

Name : N, Ajay Roshan 
Age :6 
‘Address : S/o B.Narayanasamy, 
4 Charles Nagar II, 
Pudukottai - 622 005. 

Hobbies : Reading 

children’s magazine, 

playing computer 
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watching T.V., games, CD 
collection. 


Name : B. Mukundh 

Age: 12 

Address : 52 C/I, Sivan koil street, 
Kodambakkam, Chennai - 600 024, 

Hobbies : Stamp / coin collection, 
playing cricket, football and reading 
story books 


Name : Priya Nadkarni 

Age: 15 

Address : 2/25, Nav Sarvodaya, 
Dixit Road Extn., Vile Parle (East), 
Mumbai - 400 057. 

Hobbies : Reading, writing poems 
& stories. 


Name : Vandana Acharya 

Age: 12 

Address : C/o S.K. Acharya, C/364, 
Koel Nagar, Rourkela - 769014, 

Hobbies: Painting, reading story 
books, watching TV, making friends, 


Name : Anusha R.J. 

Age: 13 

Address : C/o M.R. Raghu Jalihal, 
Plot No.56, Jewargi Colony, Maka 
layout, Gulbarga - 585 102. 

Hobbies : Reading detective novels, 
‘magazines, comics, collecting stamps, 
coins, key chains, watching TV, 
chatting, playing, nature watching, 
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listening to music and making new 
friends. 


Name : G. Anvesh 


Age : 13 

‘Address : Plot No.1-8-148/2, Alwal, 
Secunderabad (AP) 

Hobbies : Reading Gokulam, 
making pen-friends, cricket. 

‘Name :M. Sreeshthi (a)M. Ramya 

Age: 14 

Address : No.4, 37th Street Extn., 
Nanganallur, Chennai - 600 061. 

Hobbies ; Reading, dancing, music, 
playing, shuttlecock, watching TV, 
drawing and painting, 


Name : Hana Jabir 

Age : 13 

Address : No.2, Kurugoda, Akurana 
(Kandy), Srilanka 

Hobbies ; Reading books, collecting 
stickers & stamps, watching TV, 
‘writing stories and poems. 

Name : Adil Jabir 

Age: 8 

Address : No.2, Kurugoda, Akurana 
(Kandy), Srilanka 

Hobbies : Reading story books & 





comics, working on the computer, 
collecting stickers and watching TV. 


Name : A. Maryam Azwer 


Age: 8 

Address : 66 B/39, Windsor Park, 
Sri Maha Vihara Road, Kalubowila, 
Dehiwala, Srilanka. 

Hobbies : Reading, collecting 
stickers, writing stories and poems, 

Name : Yoga 

Age: 13 

Address : 65/27, O.V.M. Street, 


CChepauk, Chennai - 5. 
Hobbies : Painting and surfing the 
net. 


Name : V, Ramalakshmi 

Age: 13 

Address : Dio, V.Venkatesan, R-74, 
Kovaipudhur, Coimbatore - 641 042, 

Hobbies : Gardening, reading 
books, collection of stamps, important 
facts, music, dancing. 


Name ; V. Ramya 

Age: 13 

Address : LIG 39, New Kantha Raja 
Urs Road, Kuvempu Nagar, Mysore - 
570023, 

Hobbies : Reading, collecting 
stamps, singing, watching TV, 
chatting. 


Name : S. Mariammal 

Age: 14 

Address : 7/13, New Rahul Nagar, 
Tilak Nagar, Chembur, Mumbai 400 
089. 

Hobbies : Reading books, 
painting, listening to 
‘music, dancing. 
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VIEWPOINT 


NO MORE TERRORISM. 
India is today plagued by terrorism, 
Nations of the world should come 
together to wipe out terrorism. 
Innocent lives are being lost to the 
guns and bombs made by a few men, 
They have no respect for either 
human life or property. If all nations 
remain firm in their commitment we can 
Wipe out terrorism, 
J, Dhanalakshmi Jothi, 
Std XI, St. Joseph of Cluny, 
Pondicherry. 


NO 
‘ADVERTISEMENTS 
PLEASE! mony 
We are flooded = /: 









/ith advertisement. The TV, 
Newspapers and magazines 
carry more advertisement than 
‘news or other entertainment, 
The advertisement could be for a 
pencil or for a computer. 
Advertisements show their models 
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i 
performing humanly 4 
impossible acts. /’ 
Competing products 
sling mud on each 
other. Popular actors, 
‘TV stars and players endorse products, 


“Popular actors, TV stars 
and players endorse 
products 


All this leads to price Nike, 
Finally, when we buy the 
product we pay for the 
advertisements besides the 
production cost of the 
product! 






The purpose of advertising is to make 
people aware of new inventions and 
technology. Since this medium has been 
‘misused it has lost its hold on people. 

S. Srinivasan, 
Std. X, Fr. Angels, Navi Mumbai. 


EACH ONE, TEACH ONE 
Half of India’s population is not 
literate, Of these 70 percent are women. 
An educated mother has better 
educated, healthier children. 
Literacy improvesa 
person's self-worth 
and self-esteem. If 
each educated 
person chose to 
teach one illiterate 
person, then we can 
Wipe outilliteracy in 
a short period. 
K. Nagalakshmi, 
Std. XB, KV No.1, Pondicherry 


GOODBYE, PLASTIC 

Plastic bags are handy and 
convenient. They are ideal for 
carrying light objects. They 
are also cheap. They have 
replaced paper and cloth 
bags. 

Plastic bags are pre- 
pared from discarded 
shoes and the skin of 
dead animals. A number 
of chemicals are used 
in its manutac- 
ture. Avariety of 
pigments are 
used to colour 


the bags. These ) nue 


= 


= 





















pigments contain cadmium which is 
harmful to humans. 
Children read hooks 
too. Otherwise how do 
children's magazines sell? 











Most carrybags are recycled, where 
fourth and fifth grade plastic scrap is 
used, Plastic chokes drains and stray 
‘bags pollute lakes when they are washed 
away by rains - 


Plastic bags do not 
decompose easily. Plastic has 
only increased the number of 
sick animals. Plastic of 
certain thickness alone can 
be manufactured now, 
Plastic bag makers are 
requiréd to emboss their 
‘name and thickness of 
the sheet on the 
S\. bags. If this is 
not done, the 
bag makers are 
heavily fined. 





| 


~*~ 


‘We could use cotton bags instead. 
They are safe. 
Shaleen Kumar, 
Std, Vill, Navi Mumbai 
Dear Shaleen, Please send in the 
name of your school. 


‘TV HEROS 

| disagree with 
‘Anulekha’s views (April 
Issue) Children watch 
TV because their 
parents watch TV, 
Children also read 
books. Otherwise 
how do children's magazines continue 
to remain in circulation? Some of these 
‘magazines also carry advertisements for 
TV programmes. 

Stray incidents should not be the 
reason to curb TV programmes. Lack 
of space has made children stay at 








home. They cannot go out 
and play. Books are 
expensive. TVisa cheaper 
entertainment medium. 
| Children merely do what 


hey are told. 
R. Nivas, 
age 16, BHEL MHSS 


Trichy 
DEMOCRACY HAS 
FAILED 
Democracy has failed in 
our country because of 
>). poverty. Earlier, we were 
©" slaves to a tiny country, Now 
we are slaves to multiparty system, 
poverty, literacy, reservation, nepotism 
and corruption. They are choking our 
‘motherland, 





M.S. Arvind Raj, 
Std. X A, KV, Hyderabad 
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Fill the boxes with the help of the clues 
given below 
CLUES : 
Down 
1. A particular area 


2. To see something with interest 
4, Atruit 


Across 

1.A small gun which can be fired with 
one hand 

3. Avery short person 

5. Owns 





‘Std, Vill, Bhi 
Ramakrishna Vidhyalaya, Hyde 
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Schoo! had just reopened. The 
holidays had been so shart and school 
had started too early! “Hey, this year 
‘ur school can win the tournament” 
said Vay. He was referring to the 
annual interschoo! cricket 
tournament, Vijay was considered an 
excellent batsman, With great finesse 
‘and ease, he could regularly dispatch bals 
to the boundary 

‘Arun wanted to play, but he never got 
selected fr the team. He always went along 
with Vijay to wateh him play. The two boys 
would goto any length to help each other 
“Yeah, we've got a good chance.” Arun 
replied 

“it starts in a week's time”, said Via. 
"Selections wil be the day after tomorrow.” 
ou will walkinto the team’ said Arun 
This time you wll aso be selected” said 
Vin. 
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“1 don't think 50,” said Arun, 

“But there's no harm in trying.” 

The cricket team was being selected 
Viiay dazzled everyone as expected. Arun 
was made to hit a few balls and made to 
field. The coach even complimented him 
‘on his fielding. The rest of the boys were 
also given a chance. Finaly he coach blew 
the whistle. The boys had to assemble in a 
straight line. °O.K. The final list will be put 
tup on the notice board tomorrow. All those 
whose names are on the list, please stay 
back for practice. Class dismissed,” 
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KALEIDOSCOPE 


You need : Three narrow rectangular 
‘mirrors ofthe same size: one small mirror 
pieces of coloured glass bangles; some 
‘sand; circular plain glass; thick cardboard 
‘or chart paper. 

Method ; Arrange the three narrow 
‘mirror strips edge-to-edge to forma prism 
like - structure. Paste the edges. Cut the 
small mirror to the size of the triangle 
formed by the prism -like structure, Paste 
it to one end of the structure, 

Gently drop into the structure some sand 
‘and a few broken pieces of glass bangles 

Cover the prism with a cylinder made 
out of chart paper or cardboard. 

Cut the circular plain glass to the size 
of the cardboard cylinder. Paste it to the 
‘open end of the cylinder. 

Ifyou look through the plain glass, you 
will see a spectrum of colours, 

Siddharth Sahoo, 

‘Std. VII B, DAVPS, Bhubaneshwar, 













The next day Arun went to the notice 
board, praying as he scanned thelist. Viay’s 
name was there, of course, His name 
wasn't thee in the first eleven, He saw his 
‘own name listed amongst the substitutes. 
He was the first substitute. Should he be 
elated or disappointed? He had at least 
‘made it to the team, He would get to field. 
He knew he was good. He had talent too. If 
‘only he could bat. 

Vijay congratulated him, “But | am only. 
substitute” said Arun 

“So what, That is great,” said Vijay. 

“But | won't get to play. I can only field, 
at the most.” 

Vijay felt sad for his friend, 

Could he convince the coach to give 
‘Arun a chance? 

The day of the great cricket match 
arrived, Arun was suking, He retused to let 
‘his heart dwell on the match. He would get 
to play only if someone else got injured, 

‘Most of the team had already arrived, 
‘Where was Vijay? He began bowling to the 
team's batsmen, Then Vijay arrived. He was 
limping! He dragged his left foot slowly, He 
looked as ithe was in great pain, 

He said to the coach, “Sir, | sprained 
my foot badly yesterday when | was 
climbing down the stairs, | can't play sir”. 
Arun's heart jumped with joy. He would 
play now. How disappointing that Vijay 
wouldn't play. 

His own delight swamped other feelings. 
The coach told him to strap up his pads 
and get ready. Here was his great 
‘opportunity! 





‘Arun waiked out to the piteh 
and took his guard. He played 
‘marvellousy. He helped his team; 
to amass a huge total 
Subsequently the other team was 


"defeated. Arun was on top of the 



































joy knew no bounds. He was the 
man of the match! He went home and 
proudly showed his parents the trophy he 
ot. That night Arun went to bed contented. 
‘Then he thought about Vijay. 

The next morning, Vijay was at the bus 
stop. 
"You played fabulously” said Vijay. “You 
were great.” 

‘Arun simply looked at him quietly and 
said “Thanks Vijay. You are a true friend.” 
Vijay was startled, But he recovered and 
said “Why all this suddenly?" 

"Stop acting Vijay. You know why. Itt 
weren't for your sacrifice yesterday, | 
‘wouldn't have played.” Vijay hung his head. 


“What are you talking about?” He 
asked, witha mischievous smile on his face. 
“You and | both know you didn’t sprain 
your foot. You don’t even have a staircase 


GOKULAM 





in your house! You did it for me.” replied 
‘Arun quietly. 

‘Vijay smiled broadly and said “Alright, 
| admit it. 1am guilty. | lied. $0?” Both 
burst out laughing at this as the bus 
arrived. 

Of course Arun would never know the 
real cause ot Vijay's amusement. The day 
before the match, Vijay had secretly taken 
4 ride on his father's motorcycle, While 
doing so, he had lost control of the bike 
and had fallen into a ditch. This resulted in 
‘a badly sprained foot. He had cooked up a 
story about falling down some stairs to 
satisfy his parents. Later on he thought 
about telling Arun the truth, But then he told 
hhimselt “what is a little lie, between 
friends?” 

Anand Shekhar, 
Age 15, Bangalore 

Dear Anand, pl. send in the name of 

‘your school. 
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[What an excellent 
Imovie. The horse 


How well he rides 
the horse. So 
many stunts too! 







BALU 
THE 
BULLY! 


Fou may be a brit | {I can ride a “Alright! 
Jfiane'stident Balu. || horse. Come pf Let's go t0 
spe pridceh 


{You simply know | | as 
nothing about) | omzetmeone “A pie 
Vborses.© =| and show) able 














{Yeu thought 
For a film ride a donkey, did you? 
shooting perhaps. Had it been a horse 


\ Td be Th 
(eT —Ssiles away. of maki 
Don't worry Balu. = 
Try riding this « re eco = 
Veil donkey. ) Lt { 
¢, ae 4, . 
P i} 
et —_— 
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Watch how this 
carrot works 
‘on the donkey, 





Hey... stop. boys... the donkey 
hhas lost its senses... Handsome rider, you do have 


a bright future in the films. 


Quick, cross this canal  ) 





Balu, look your 
friends have sent you 
a gift. Must be 
something big I say. 


tostep into this water, 
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near Kit's rug. We often heard the 
feeble squeals of the litter. 
A few days later they began to 
move about. They cuddled to 
Kit. I watched from a 
distance, Kit disliked 
intruders when she was 
with her kittens. 
Mother placed Kit's food 
quite close to her. Kit nudged her 
adventurous litter to the milk bowl, 
The litter noisily slurped the milk. 
‘One afternoon, Kit took 
her litter for a 










walk. The 

tiny kittens 
began running 
about. Often they 
would play on their mother’s belly as 


it was our pet Kit tared, 


cat. She was about to deliver her litter. 
ee hen eptiaies mother At first the kittens hesitated, 
refused to sell themorgivethemaway. ap) : 
Since our house was large, she Then they began to walk 
argued that three kittens would hardly Soon the litter followed her 
matter. Finally father gave in to her wherever she went. They watched as 
argument. The first few days were Kit walked on the narrow ledge. They 
calm. Kit's litter were tiny, furry tried to imitate her every move. 


creatures. Children were not allowed At first the kittens wouldn't oblige 
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their mother but after a lot of coaxing, 
they began to walk on the ledge. 

‘One day Kit and her brood were 
walking on the wall, Kit wanted to 
teach the kittens to leap from one wall 
tothe other, She took them to the wall. 
‘She jumped first. ‘The distance between 
the walls was not large, When she had 


6 






leapt to the other wall, she called 
‘out to her kittens. The little ones 
‘would not budge. She called out 

to them again, Finally, Kit jumped 

bback to where her litter stood. She 

jumped several times and tried to 
make her kittens jump. ‘The kittens 
ignored her. 

She then arched her body and 
prepared to jump. All the while she 
called out to her kittens. She lifted her 
fect and meowed. Then she sprang into 
the air and smoothly glided and landed 
on the other wall. She purred, as if 
coaxing her brood to follow suit. The 





kittens hesitantly walked upto 

the edge of the wall and looked 
down at the gap. Then they 
stepped back in fear. Kit 
returned to them time and 
again. 

I watched as Kit tried to 
convince her kittens that the 
‘wall was not a difficult target 

‘She then slapped one of the kittens with. 
her paw. ‘The kitten moved forward, 
Before the kitten could realise what was 
happening, she pushed it, The 
little creature was taken aback but 
landed safely on the other wall, ‘The 
second kitten refused to budge from its 
D 





lace. 

Kit tried for more than an hour to 
make the little one jump, Finally, she 
almost gave up, Then 





a Ps) 
the pussy jumped and landed on the 
other wall 
Within a few minutes Kit’s kittens 
had mastered the new trick. ‘They 
jumped again and again and again from 
‘one wall to the other. 
U, Priyadarsini 
Std, VIL, St. Cecily’s EPS, Udupi 
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ell us a story 
" T Amamma, please,” 
urged ten-year-old 


Damini. Damini’s 
grandmother hesitated, 

“Tell, tell, tll,” chanted 
cight-year-old| Udita 
impatiently, tugging at 
grandmother's sari 
“My stories are all old 
fashioned,” said Damini's 
ndmother, 

“Doesn't matter,” the 
idren choruse: 

‘Alright then, I'll tell you 
a story about Guruvayoor 
temple, 

Wh 
asked Udita 
"Guruvayoor is a small temple town 
near Trichur in Kerala. It is not as big 
as the temples in Tamil Nadu, The 























's Guruvayoor? 








idol of Krishna is beautif 
“Have you been there?” asked Udita 


“Don't interrupt” said Damini, She was impatient 
to hear the story 


“Yes, Ihave,” said Damini’s grandmother. “Several 
times. This story is about a very poor old woman. 
Everyone called her ‘muthasi’. She lived in Guruvayoor 
‘and used to visit the temple regularly, until she couldn’ 
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‘Why couldn't she?” interrupted Udita. Krishna looked when the 





“You are always interrupting,” said Damini. sanctum’s doors were 
“She couldn't go to the temple because she had thrown open and he was 
become too old, The crowds in the temple made it covered with sandal 


difficult for her to see the idol. People jostled in the 






How beautiful Krishna 
looked when the sanctum’s 
door were thrown open. 























temple for just a glimpse of the idol 
Sometimes they trampled on her 
foot. A good view of the idal was so 
important, even if it meant stepping 
‘on other people's feet.” 


own 
TUBB anpenea 
asked Udita 


"am coming to 
that,” said Damini’s 
grandmother 
“Sometimes a devotee 
pays for the lighting of 1000 
lamps in the shrine. The 
devotee will bear the 
expenses towards 
this event, The 
priests then light = 
all the lamps. It is 
rare sight to behold. People throng the temple on this paste. As soon as 
wonderful occasion, the doors opened 
“Today was one such day. The lamps would glow. people would shout 
She could not go. Her son took leave of her saying he “Guruvayoor appa’. The 
would be back in half an hour. Muthasi was alone in words uttered with such 





the house. devotion was thrilling to 
“She recalled the times when the temple was not so heat.” 

crowded. As a child she used to run up the steps tothe “Then, then what 

temple fresh and clean after a bath in the temple tank. happened?” said Udita 

Even when she was a young woman, one could pray in “Sshh,” said Damini. 

peace and silence “Then, as she was 


“She thought of all the poojas and how beautiful lost in thought,” said 
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grandmother, “she saw a little dark- 
skinned poor boy, enter the house. She 
wanted to shoo him away ‘What do you 
want?" asked Muthasi taken aback. 
“Something to eat" said the boy. Muthasi 
was very poor but could never turn a 
hungry person from the door, much less 
achild. 

“She walked slowly to the kitchen, 
wondering what there was that she could 
give the boy. Then she remembered. A 
neighbour had given her some payasam 
as prasadam from the temple. She had 
saved it for her son. 


"S he brought all that was there 
and gave it to the boy. “Here, 
cat," she said. She looked at 
the boy as he ate it hungrily. She liked 
the boy. He had a twinkle in his eyes. 
‘Now bring me some butter’ said the 
boy. 

“Muthasi was taken aback at the 
strange request. “But I don’t have any’ 
she said. "I know you have it. Just go 
and look. Please Muthasi,” he said 

“She knew she wouldn't find any 
butter, but something in the boy's voice 
and in his eyes made her go to the 
kitchen, She was surprised to see a lump 


Doctor: Lookat your shoes, they are 
so dirty. 
Patient: | can't see them. 
Doctor: Then go on a diet. 
|. Bharatharajan, age 10, Mumbai 














of butter on a banana leaf. Did the 
neighbour bring the butter also along 
with the payasam? Muthasi could 
almost swear, she hadn't. She took the 
butter and was about to give it to him 
when the boy laughed merrily and said 
“try and catch me’ 

~Muthasi chased him round the room 
but he dodged her. Then he stretched out, 
is hands to receive the butter. Just. 
when she was about to give it, he ran 
away. Strange to say, Muthasi enjoyed 
playing with the boy. Suddenly he said 
“it’s time for me to go" and he walked 
slowly away from the room. 

“As he turned back she thought she 
‘saw not the boy but the child Krishna, 
dressed in yellow, with a peacock feather 
in his hair, smiling at her. Then suddenly 
he vanished into the air. ‘Am I 
imagining things?’ Muthasi asked 
herself. She felt a strange kind of 
happiness and peace at the boy's visit." 

“But was it really Krishna?” asked 
Udita 

“It must have been”, said Damini lost 
in thought: 

“Muthasi’s son came back from the 
temple and he said the pooja behind the 
closed doors had taken longer than 
usual. The priest said that a strange 

jing had happened to him. He had 
fallen asleep while chanting the mantras 
and he was told the crowds outside had 
become restless.” 

‘That explains it,” said Damini 
“Krishna had gone to Muthasi's house 
because she was a devotee and felt sorry 
she couldn't come to the temple.” 

“Not really” said Damini's 
srandmother. “He had gone to Muthasi’s 
house alright but had revealed himself 
only after Muthasi took pity on a poor 
boy and fed him payasam and butter. 

Radha Padmanabhan, Chennai 
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ARE YOU A 
wie’ *°*" PLAYWRIGHT? 


Here's a contest 
for readers aged 13 to 16. You are aware of the principles of ahimsa 
(non-violence) that Gandhiji practised. Based on this principle send 
in aone act play, 

Your play may have upto six characters. The play should 
not exceed three pages in Gokulam. 

For readers between 8 and 12 y 

‘Send in poems (8-12 lines) based on the theme - 
‘One for all, all for one’. Last date for both age groups 
= September 5, 2000. Send your contribution tothe 
address given on page 80 of this issue. 

There are three prizes to be won in each 
category. There are also two consolation prizes. 

So hurry! Put your pen to paper. 





anorama, the well known 

industry, finds mention in 
the Guinness Book of World 
Records. She is the only actress 
to have appeared in the largest 
number of films. Hers is a ‘rags to 
riches' story. 

She has performed the role of a 
loving mother, a wily woman, a 
spirited girl, a revolutionary feminist. 
—___ee 


She could recall movie 


songs as a toddler 
———e ___. 
the list is rather long. 

Born in a little known village of 
Tamil Nadu, she was known either 
as 'papa' or Gopi Santha. Her 
Parents broke up when she was 2 
toddler. Her father took up contracts 
to lay roads. She had two brothers. 

When her mother separated from 
the family, she took Gopi Santha with 
her. Gopi Santha and her 
mother moved to a new 
town where her mother 
took up household work. 
Gopi Santha was a 


beautiful and 
RG mischievous child. 
Her mother had her 
tied to a pillar so that 
the child wouldn't 
disturb her work 
Gopi Santha 
was the centre of 
vet. —_allattraction in the 
households her 
mother worked. The charming 
toddler could render film songs and 










* Manorama in her you 
amuse her mother's employers. 
Many even predicted that she would 
have a spectacular career in theatre. 


he was intelligent too. At schoo! 
she could teach her fellow 
students difficult lessons, Much 
to the embarrassment of her 
mother's employers, she was 
smarter than their children. 


PEERLESS: 





GONEDLEN NE: 
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She was always called upon to choice. She became a housemaid, 
enact in school plays. cleaning vessels, washing clothes, 

Gopi Santha's motherfellillwhen and sweeping the floors... 
she was eight. She had to 
discontinue schooling and nurse her 
mother. Despite being a bright 
student she could never go 
back to school. 

Once her mother had 
recovered, Gopi Santha 
had to assist her mother 
inher work. Initially Gopi 
Santha was asked to 
babysit, She looked 
after the children in 
the households 
where her mother 
worked. Gopi 
Santha was left 
with little 






















The household kitchen was busy 
throughout the day. Monsterous 





She could help her 
classmates to solve difficult 
sums. 
f—__99______ 
I vessels were used for cooking 

Gopi Santha had a tough time 

y a coping with these duties, 
Gopi Santha's mother hated 
the harsh words spoken to her 
daughter by her employers. 
They said she was disturbing 
her mother's work. Gopi 
‘Santha resented it when girls 
















of her age referred to her 
as a housemaid. Household chores 
soon told on Gopi Santha's tender 
hands and her health. 

Her mother asked her to 
discontinue working. On the advice 
of a friend her mother sent her to 
lear music in another town, The 
tutor, however, did not teach musio. 
When the girl was made to do 
household chores instead of leaning 


had enough. She 
brought her daughter 
back to live with her. 

Everything 
changed when Gopi 
Santha finally set 
foot on stage to 
play a minor role in 
a_ street play. 
There was no 
looking back 
after that. 

Initially she 
was taken inas 

~ _@ dancer. Though she 
disliked being a dancer, she refused 
to go back to work as a housemaid. 
Her faith in her abilities finally paid 
off. 

Gopi Santha was soon 
rechristened as Manorama. From 
that stage it was just another step into 
the movies. Today her name is 
synonymous with comedy in Tamil 
filmdom. Aspiring comediennes 
always follow the tips she has to 
offer. 








music, Gopi Santha's mother had Priyan 
Li 3) What is c Dracula's favourite 
GHOST RIDDLES breed of dog? 
1) What do vampires do every —_4) Which dragon eats with its tall? 
night at 11 0" clock? S. Poorni, age -15 
2) What's a vampires favourite Salem. 
400 0} 11D} 
S@Aowle! UOBDIp OU-WeYL JO IY (py 
Punoy pooig eu (¢ 
But-eni6-uy (z 
O21 UYjOO D SyO4 (1 
Hensuy 
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he famous jewellery shop 
of the town was closed for 
the day. A thief had 


broken into the shop the previous 
night. He had decamped with 
half a dozen diamond rings. 

Just as the thief made his 
‘way out ofthe shop, Raghu the 
watchman had nabbed him. 
‘The thief was stronger than the 
watchman, In the fight the 
thief escaped after hitting the 
watchman on his head. The 
watchman fainted. 

‘The police arived in the moming and 
questioned Raghu. Raghu couldn't 
describe the thief who had covered his face 
with a shawl. He wore a raincoat, the 
‘watchman sai. 

‘The police brought along a sniffer dog. 
Jhonny, the dog, had been trained to nab 
thieves. Jhonny led the policemen to a 
nearby house where Muthu lived. When 
the police approached Muthu, he said, “L 
haven't been out of the house for the past 
five days. I have been ill.” 


rol, the police 
[ise was a 
wits end Without 


enough evidence he could not 
arrest Muthu. Jhonny went 
upto the raincoat and barked. 
Inspector Arul found that the 
raincoat was damp. A button 
‘was missing in the raincoat 

‘The inspector suspected that Muthu 
had made away with the rings. He sent 
Jhonny back to the shop to search for more 
evidence, Meanwhile, he had a couple of 
policemen guard Muthu’s house. 

Jhonny found a huge button as he was 
sniffing the floor. Inspector Anul checked 
if the button he had found on the floor of 
the shop matched with these on Muthu’s 


raincoat. It did, The inspector had enough 
evidence to arrest Muthu. 

“Muthu had to surrender to the police. 
‘The rings were returned to the owner of 
the jewellery shop. 

K. Ramnath, Std. IX A, 
‘SSVMHSS, 
‘Chennai 

Dear Ramnath, pl. send in your house 

‘address. 
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SPOORTHI A. BURLI 
‘STD. IX 

DIVINE PROVIDENCE 
CONVENT HS, BELGAUM 


D. HARIPRIYRA 
STD.VA 

CARMEL SCHOOL, 
BANGALORE 





J. AMUDH RAJ 
‘STD. VIB 

KVIT 

CHENNAI 
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V. ARAVINDAN 

AGE 12 

KONGU MATRI. SCHOOL 
COIMBATORE 


R.S. NARENDRAN 


AGE 12 
BHEL SCHOOL 


TRICHY 


R. SABITHA 

STD. Vil 

NALANDA VIDYA NIKETAN 
VIJAYAWADA 





ST. PAULS BOARDING & DAY, 
SCHOOL, CALCUTTA 


AGE 11 







ext to my 
house isa 
thatched hut. Often I have wondered 
about the people in the hut. Of late, 1 
hear a child's wails sometimes. Many 
times I wondered why the baby cried so 
‘often, Wasn't the baby’s mother feeding 
it properly? Perhaps the baby wasn't 
well cared for. 

T noticed a woman in worn out 
clothes come out of the hut. I waited and 
watched from the window in my 
room. Everything was 
silent for sometime 
Then the baby 
started erying. 1 
waited 
wondering if the 
woman would 
return home, Even after 
fifteen minutes nobody 
entered the hut. I decided to 
visit the hut 

In the hut I found a baby 
lying on the floor. The 
baby was alone. 1 
returned home and 
told my mother 
what Thad seen. 








‘She scolded me for going. 





into the hut 
The next morning I was studying on 
the terrace. A little later, Iheard the 
baby crying. I continued to study. The 
baby cried non-stop for sometime, Then, 
after a few minutes all was quiet, A few 
minutes later I again heard the baby's 
wails 












I decided to investigate, When I 1 emerged from the hut. Two 
centered the hut I saw the baby lying on policemen were making their way to 
the floor in one corner. There was noone the police station. I called out to 
in the hut. Close tothe baby lay a folded them and handed over the letter. One of 
paper. I unfolded the sheet, In it was them instructed the other to search for 
written ~ the woman, 

“Sir, kindly send my child to an ‘Two days passed. I heard nothing 
orphanage. I will be grateful to you. from the hut. The woman too hadn't 
Don’t search for me.” returned. When I next saw the policeman 

















Tasked him what he had done with the 
baby. He said that the child had been 








There was no one 
in the hut. I unfolded 
the sheet of paper. 
_—_—_ 
sent to an orphanage, The orphanage 
he mentioned was near my school 
There was still no news about the 
woman. 

Sometimes as 1 made my way 
home from school I heard the cries of a 
child from within the orphanage. A few 

weeks later even that stopped. often 
wonder what happened to the child 

‘The hut has been removed 

‘A house has been constructed in 
its place. I still wonder about the 

baby and the woman, 





R. Ramesh, Std. XI, 
Agarwal Vidhyalaya, 
Chennai. 





Dear Nisha, Pl. send in 
the name of your school. 


Story :V. Nisha, Std. VIB, 


Chennai 
Mlustration : Lalitha 








This man 
stole a goat. ——| 


I stole it to 





How greedy 
can you 


t? 
money the * 


goat fetched, 
[_~. 








This man 
stole a goat 
and sold it 








S F 
The poor man told the king 
fof his poverty. 

GoKutam 44 


and 


‘The King gave him some mon 
ing. 


asked him to use it to earn 

He warned him not to ste 
Thank you, 

your highness, 


‘it 


I must teach 
the minister a 
lesson. 





Arg 2000, 








The next day at the The next day = 

minister’s house - 

3 ‘Somebody stole my 

Please give me )( Purse. Can you lend me 
feonie food; some money? 


hs: 


you begga 
Get lost. Or 
Vil beat you 








up. 
It’s the | wanted to teach 
lesson. 
\_ king. you a lesson. 
ra 


I shan't do such 
athing ag 


ie king recalled the minister's 


behaviour with the poor man. 








tam sorry, o king. \ 
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Tiove animals but my mother doesn’t 
approve of pets at home. Our town has 
no Blue Cross Society. What shall Ido? 

B. Anusha, Std. VII, MVM, 
Thanjavur 

Dear Anusha, 

Set apart a little from your pocket 
‘money, Buy some milk to feed a cat or 
a piece of bread to feed a puppy. But 
don't bring them home. This way you 
will have the satisfaction of having 
cared for animals without upsetting 
‘your mother! 

My brother irritates me a lot. This 
tells on my studies. I am unable to 
concentrate. I end up making careless 
mistakes. 

V. Tarun, The School, 
KFI, Chennai 

Dear Tarun, 

You haven't 
mentioned either 
‘your age or your 
brother'sage. Tell 
your — brother 
Firmly to keep off 
during your study 
hours. If he won't 





GRANDMA WO} 


listen to you, take your parents" help. 
I study well. T score good marks in 
all subjects. My mother scolds me so 
much that it hurts my feelings. I work 
out all the sums but when T enter the 
examination hall I get so scared that I 
forget many things. How can I 
remember under tension? Though I give 
myself mock tests I make a lot of 

mistakes due to tension. 
S. Pavithra, age 13, St. Mary's 
GHS, Chennai 





Dear Pavithra, 
Sometimes tension can make you 
forget even what you know. Ina 
separate diary or in a good quality 
notebook 


vith a 
strong cover 


HOW =: 
,AN I DO 
BETTER? 
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formulae and important points. It can 
last till you finish schooling, if you use 
itcarefully. Keep adding new formulae 
as you cover more topics. Read this 
everyday, preferably aloud, at a fixed 
time - something like saying your 
prayers. Avoid trying to memorise ina 
very short time. 

As for your mother the only way out 
is to talk to her at leisure and try to 


Avoid trying to 
memorise in a 
very short time 


share her problems. Mothers very often 
scold children due their own worries. 
Treat her like a friend and try to help 
her. She will in turn help you with your 
problems. 
participate in all activities at school 

Tam a good student in class too. 1 
always come first in sports, I make 
friends easily too, My problem is [am 
unable to score well in exams, [can't 
concentrate on studies. [lose marks in 
‘exams, Whenever I sit to study, my 
mind wanders. I can’t remember what 
Thave studied 

Tania Tom Thomas, Std. VI, St. 


GOKULAM 


‘Joseph's School; 
Abu Dhabi. 

Dear Tania, 
You have to prepare 
@ timetable and stick 
by it. Concentration 
has to be developed by practice. 
Meditate for five minutes twice a day. 
When you meditate sit in a quiet place 
and recall a prayer. Don't let people's 
chatter or sounds from outside distract 
‘you. This will help you to concentrate 

better. 








My cousin who has lost her mother, 
lives with us. She follows me wherever 
Igo. Ifind her a nuisance. She copies 
every act of mine, Ihave spoken about 
this to my father. He advises me to 
adjust. What shall Ido? 

S. Hemanth Kumar, 
Chennai 

Dear Hemanth, 

Young children always imitate their 
elders, That is how they learn.’ You can 
Seel proud of this! Introduce her to girls 
in your colony. Once she begins to 
reach out to other girls she may not 
bother you at all! 

Love, 
Grandma worm 
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They don’t hibernate in winter: 

Male raccoons are ready to 
breed when they are two years 
old. Females attain maturity at 
one year, Raccoons mate durin 








winter, The peak season is 
February - March. The gestation 
period is 60-73 days. A raccoon 
may have one or even seven 
ly 





young ones at a time, Usu 
they have three to four kits. 
Baby raccoons or kits don’t 





have their characteristic striped 


he name raccoon comes from 
Algonquin Indi 
arakhumen, Raccoons are 

found from southern 

Canada to Panama, * 

except the high 

rockies. They 

are related to 

pandas, They 

are 26-43 

inches long and weigh upto 46 Ib. (1 Ib 

0.454 Kg). They are known to fight 

among their family members and 

are not 
























with other raccoons. ‘The 
bothered by humans and will nest 
even in empty buildings, garages, 
sheds and attics of houses. 

Raccoons are _ solitary 
creatures and hunt by night. They 
hunt for fruits, nuts, insects, 
reptiles, garbage, crops, crayfish, 
clams, fish and frogs. A raccoon 
may live upto 10 years in the 
wild and longer in 
captivity. Raccoons 
are mammals, 











fuces or the 
ringed tails when they 

are born, In the forest the 
mother prepares a nest of 


leaves in the hollow of a tree oF in a 
log. 

The front toes are long and widely 
spaced, This enables them to climb 
trees easily, A mother will ferociously 
defend her kits, The kits stay with their 
mother until fall, The mother teaches 
her kits to hunt and climb trees. A 
mother will carry her kits one by one 
when she moves to a new home. 
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cougars prey on raccoons. 


accoons wash their food 
R sonaies They are known to 
refuse food because they 
couldn't find water to wash it. Even if 
water is dirtier than food, they wash it. 
Perhaps they enjoy the.way the food 
feels in water, They can twist door 
handles with their nimble fingers and 
‘open doors. Farmers consider them 
pests and shoot them, Their meat is 
considered a delicacy, 
In the 1950s in the US their fur 
was much sought after. As a result 
raccoon farms were set up in Russia 
and Europe. It was considered 
trendy to wear coats and hats made 
of raccoon skin 

They make excellent pets when 
taken in as kits, Conservation efforts 
have also helped raccoons to survive 
one male and avoid allthe ther Males Ainashitingam Ieoneed Uninet 





Male 
mate with any number of females. 
Females, however, will mate with only 


raccoons 
















during that season. Bobcats and Coimbatore 
Gandhi - the Mahatma 

Gandhi - the father of our nation, God's children they are, said the mahajan. 

‘A man who made ita fashion His only weapon was non-violence, 

‘To wear khadi and spurn all ese, This, he said would free India from all 

He was our nation’s pulse. irritants 

‘The mahatma, the 
His structure so weak and incomparable sole, 


lean, He has inspired my soul. 
With a vision so strong and try my best follow his 


keen, policies, 

Bespectacled he strode with He is one of mother Earth's 
confidence. many prodigies. 

‘And crossed all obstacles, fea 


with patience E.Anitha Rashmi, 
‘The less privileged he said ae ‘Age 13, St. Mary's MHSS, 
were ‘harijan’. Cuddalore 


Saturn is the 
second biggest 
planet in the solar 
system after 
Jupiter. It was 
observed by 
Mesopotamians as 

carly as 650 B.C. 

After Galileo, 

Christian Huygens 
proved to be a trail blazer 
in revealing the mysteries 
of Saturn when he 
published the book 
‘System Saturian” in 1659. 

Tt takes 29 years and 167 
days of Earth time for Saturn 
to orbit around the Sun, 

The length of a day in 
‘Saturn is about 10 hrs and 14 minutes. 
It orbits the Sun at a distance of about 
142,70,00,000 kilometres. 

It is 95 times heavier than earth and 
has a diametre of about 1,42,000 
kilometres, That of Earth is just 12,757 
kilometres. 

It has the lowest density of all the 






planets in the solar system. Its core is 
made up of hydrogen and it exists here 
as a liquid because of extremely high 
pressure and temperature. 


Saturn has about 18 known 
satellites. One of them is Titan which 
was discovered by Christian Huygens 
on 25 March, 1655. It orbits Saturn in 
16 days, to complete one revolution. 

Phoebe is one of the most distant 
satellites of the planet which takes 550 
days to complete one revolution. It was 







discovered by W.H. Pickering in Peru 
in 1898. 

Tethy, another satellite 
discovered by Giovanni Cossini in 
1684, It is made up of ice and orbits 
Saturn over a distance of 1,83,000 
miles. 

Saturn's atmosphere is mainly made 
up of hydrogen (92.4%) and helium 
(7.4%) and contains other gases such 
as ammonia, methane, acetylene and 
hydrogen cyanide. 

Much of the information about 
Saturn was given by Voyager 1 and 
Voyager 2 which reached the planet in 
November 1980 and August 1981 
respectively. 

Eshwar Chandra Subrahmanyan, 
Std. XILB, DAV Boys SSS, Chennai. 
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APPU & KURUIN 


EVERYBODY (5 HE 
BUT WHERE 19 THE 
“BIRTH DAY KIDZ 
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Beware of the bull! 

A bull's front legs are 
shorter than its back 
ones, 
enabling ¢ 

it to run faster 
uphill than 
down. 







You only live once 

There Is enough explosive on 
earth to wipe out mankind 
50,000 times. 





Light snack 
Frank Reese, @ prisoner in a Texas 
jail, wos responsible for a huge 
tumover in light bulbs. He ate them. 
Pressed for a 
demonstration by television 
reporters, Frank downed fourteen bulbs 
‘and the sheriff's sunglasses. 
Thermometres obsolete? 
If you count the 
number of times a 
cricket chirps in one 













minute, subtract forty, divide by 
four and add fifty, You'll find the 
temperature in Fahrenheit. 
Armless depression 

Squids in captivity often 
commit suicide by eating their 
own tentacles. 
Pet not allowed 

When Lord Byron was at 
Cambridge there was a rule 
forbidding students to keep 
dogs in their rooms. Byron kept 
abear, 
Dollar wise 

‘Anyone wise enough to invest 
‘one dollar at 4 percent 


compound interest on the day 
Jesus was born would now be 
worth the equivalent of one 
hundred solid gold balls, each 
‘one a thousand times as big as 
the earth. 





Frozen food 
Againt hailstone that landed 
in Essen, Germany, had a frozen 
carp inside it, 
Saradha R. Shetty, 
Std. IX, English Medium High 
School, Udupi. 





THE GIRL CHILD 


Unwelcomed she entered this world, 
She was treated with little concern 
In this male - dominated world, 

O! The woes of a girl child! 


Work horse was she alwa 
Couldn't demand equal rights, 
Education was taboo, 

And the purdah checked her sights. 





‘Some say she has progressed, 
She can wequire higher education, 
She can make her choices today 
And excel in any profession, 





She is mother to her children, 
Oris the Nobel prize winner, 
She is the computer wizard, 
Or the governor of a state. 


Her past was perilous, 
Her present a struggle, 
Her future should be joyous 
Like a flower will she bloom. 

‘Taniya Sharma, Std. VIU, 
‘The Army School, Jalandhar cantt. 
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FOR YOUR BOOKSHELF 


CCocutatstan ee conusiosaien mas bs tesco ste, wid 
more is the fun! Madhuban im anima 
Educational Books, a division (DRE, ) colourful places that children 
ihas PublhingHousehas brought HT (ANNVRAT™ are fist introduced to, Each 
oa et BO ra ay iy OR, 
aimed at first-time schoo PRI VIAIR' & 
ne Ms cational Books, 
othe books titled, Fun With ‘ ‘A division of Vikas 
Colours, has familar sights to a Ls fae ig Hue Pt A. 
’ slid Road, ; 
2 Dethi - 110 014, 
ANIMATED NURSERY RHYMES 
Here's fun package for first ~ time 
School goers. Twentfive popular rhymes 
can now be viewed on your PC 
Set to music, each rhyme 
has colourful visuals, The 
cathy tunes vl help children 
learn the chymes with litle 
fuss 
The CO Rom is brought out 
by Microtek Multimedia, To 
view this CD Rom you need 
multimedia PC with Windows 
95 o later. 
Popular thyme ike - Jack 
and sill, Twinkle, twinkle 
siohny, Johnny, Hickory, 
Dickoy, find a place, The 
price is not mentioned 
The CD Rom is available 
at 


Microtek Multimedia 
(Microtek International 
Lid.) H87, Udyog Nagar, 
Rohtak Road, 
N. Dethi - 110 041 

In Chennai contact 
P. Stardotstar 
Computers India Pvt. Ltd. 
16, Il floor, Gemini Parsn 
Complex, Chennai - 6 













servant returned 
the portions 
given to him and 
said, "Master you 
gave me five 
portions. | have 
doubled it and 
returned it to 
you as ten 
portions,” 

The master 
replied, 
"Welldone. | 
shall reward 
you suitably.” 





THE SMART |..°::: 


three 
They 
worked both in the farm 
and at his estate, The 
master decided to take 

a long needed vacation. 


wealthy man had 
trusted servants, 


He called the three trusted 
servants to him and entrusted his 
belongings to them. He entrusted 
five portions to the first servant. To 
the second, he gave two portions 
and one portion to the last servant 

The servant who received five 
portions traded with it and doubled 
the portion, The person who received 
two portions also doubled it. 

The third servant who had 
received only one portion took great 
pains to safeguard it, since it was 
his master's money, 

When the master returned he 
summoned his servants. The first 
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The master 
pleased 


person, who had 
also doubled the 

portion given to him 
The third servant 
proudly placed the share the master 
had given him before leaving on a 
holiday. He said, “Master, | know 
you are a strict disciplinarian, So 
|'had the money safely placed in 

a secret piace in the garden." 
The master smiled. He granted 
the first and the second servant 
rewards. To the third servant he 
said, “the other two doubled my 
money and received rewards. But 
they played with my money without 
my permission. Possibly they could 
have lost it! But you safeguarded 
my money as instructed and took 
no risks. | am proud of your 
obedience and loyally.” So saying 
he gifted to the third servant the 
entire one portion, which he had 

safeguarded 


C.R. Hariharan, 
Cochin. 
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SNIP 


Biggest sweater 

The biggest woollen sweater ever 
‘made is 34 times larger than normal. It 
as made from 200 kg of wool. It was 
manufactured by a textile factory in 
Portugal. It has found a place in the 
Guinness 

Year of the rabbit! 

Animal keepers of a Tokyo 200 
exhibited the world’s largest rabbit, 
The ‘Flemish giant’ weighed 10 k; 
The smallest was a ‘super-mini’ 
which weighed 0.5 kg. The rabbits 
were displayed in 1999 to mark the 
year of the rabbit. 

Oldest gold fish 

The world’s oldest known gold fish 
in captivity died at the age of 43. ‘Tish’ 
the gold-fish, began life as a “roll- 
penny” prize won by a seven - year - 
old boy ata fair in 1956. The owner of 


















Beware of coffee 
‘Todrink coffee in Turkey is against 
the law 
Chocolate mosque 
Chefs displayed a chocolate 
‘mosque at the Shangri-la Hotel in 
Jakarata, sometime back. The mosque 
was created by eight kitchen artists of 
the hotel. They used 150 kg. of milk, 
dark and white chocolate and took 24 
days to complete the work, 





















the fish is now married. Tish measured 
only 4.5 inches and aged gracefully. It 
turned silver from brilliant orange as it 
grew old, 
Tom Thumb 
Tn 1830, a 
famous race was 
held between a 
horse and a steam 
locomotive called 
“Tom Thumb”. 
‘Tom Thumb lost the 







race following an engine trouble. But 
it won the name ‘iron-horse.” 
Oldest Buddhist 
monastery 
Asia’s oldest and largest Buddhist 
monastery is situated at Tawang in 
Arunachal Pradesh. The 10,000 ft. 
‘monanstery is over 400 years old. 
Bee show 
Dr. Gary Norman, a 60 year - 
old professor from the University 
of California performed a thriller bee 
show. In front of hundreds of 
spectators during the honey festival 
held last August in Greece, the 
professor played the clarinet. About 
100,000 bees swarmed all over his 


Suresh K. Anjum, 
Calcutta 


4. Precious stone in which changes 
of colour are seen, 
5. Purple coloured gem stone 
6. Metamorphic rock composed of 
carbon; colourless 
7. A rare form of the aluminium 
mineral corundum blue in colour, 
8. The colour of this stone ranges 
from pure white to black depending on 
1: Coskait of Europe ‘chemical composition. The translucent 
2 Duck continent cemarald green one is highly prized. 
3, Emerald Island 9. A yellow coloured gemstone 








4, Forbidden city 10. A rare form of the aluminium 
5. Garden city of India ‘mineral corundum. Red in colour 
A. Archana, Std. VIII, 11. Reddish brown semi-precious 


Fatima HS, Mumbai stone 

R. Sindhuja, Std. VIII A, 

With the help of the clues given find KVNAL, Bangalore 
the names of the gems. 

1, Bluish green Beryl 


2. Pearly semi-precious stone; white used? 
in colour 1. Blocking 
3. A green Beryl 2. Homerun hd 


Jab 
Checkmate | 
Overthrow | 
Maltple throw 

| 








Volley 
8. Snatch 
9. Bull's eye L 
10. Bully 





V. Soundaram, 
Vidhyodaya, Chennai 
Dear Soundram, pl, send in your age. 
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1, Which animal laughs like a human’ 
2. Which is the animal which has nails 
but no rings? 
Preeth, 
VIILB, Age 13, St. Joseph's 
MHSs, Salem - 636 006 
TEST YOUR IQ 
1, Name the planet with pink 
atmoshpe 
2. Are there planets with rings (other 
than Saturn)? 
3, Name the place where the first, 
Olympics was held. 
4. Who invented jeans? 
5. Who invented aqua lung? 
6. Who discovered the theory of 
relativity? 
7. Who invented sandwich? 
8, Where would you find a tutara? 
9. Where do turkeys come from? 
10. What was the world’s first 
postage stamp and in which country 
was it first used? 

















Ashok Nagar, Chennai. 


[FIND THE COUNTRIBS | 


Find with the help of the clues given 
below the countries hidden in the gri. 

Cues 

1. Which country is oficialy called as 
Hellenic Republic? 

2. Which country is the world's largest 
‘Archipelago? 

3. Which country has three official 
names? 

4, Which African country had the same 
name as its neighbour til 1971? 

‘5, Which country is the world's largest 
producer of sugarcane? 

6. Which country is called “Manchester 
of the East"? 










































































7 thalr|: [ela 
1 wialaln(s[o 
¥ claleloluls 
3 tfalifolula 
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tlele[zfalele(s [ele 
olulair(wfolslalvla 
wlz{alrfafele[s {ely 
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7. Which country in the world was the 
first to use sugar? 
8. Which country isthe largest producer 
of jute? 
J. Preeth, 
Std. VIB, 
St. Joseph's MHSS, Salem, 


Answers on Page 72 
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in was far from home. He 
remembered that grandma's house 
‘was in a town that was a night's 
journey by train. Three passenger trains 
passed through his town everyday, One 
of them left shortly before nine at night. 
On their previous trip mother had 
purchased a ticket for him too, The TTE, 
in his white uniform had checked their 
tickets 
“What if we don’t buy tickets?" Nitin 
had asked, “Ticketless travellers would 
be handed over to the station master” 
mother said. 
The station master was a paunchy 
fellow witha gruff voice. The huge tree in 


the station yard was easy to THE 





climb. The station master 
disliked noisy boys who were 
determined to disobey him. 
‘Sometimes he threatened the 
boys with caning 
Perhaps if he walked 
along the railway track he 
would reach grandma's 
town, Grandma lived very 
close to the railway station, 
He knew the way from the 
station to her house, He gave up the 
idea since he was afraid of station 
‘masters and walked along the road, The 
long tar road seemed to go on and on. 
Dy orice nn 
bent overa stove. “What do you 
want?” the man asked. Nitin jumped 
‘Then he realised that his shadow that fell 
over the stove must have alerted the man, 
“Can Ihave a cup of tea?” Nitin asked 
hesitantly. The man continued to clean 
the wicks of the stove. 





<dhaba across the road caught his 











BOVen 


RAN AWAY 


“Do you have money?” 
“No. But I'l wash glasses in return," 
Nitin said softly. 
“What did you sa 
“said I will wash glasses if you will 
give me a cup of tea,” Nitin said a little 
loudly. The man looked up “I don't 
employ children. The police will skin 
ime alive, Besides, I don't know you." 
Nitin felt hot with shame, Nobody 
had ever spoken to him such words. 
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“Tam not a thief. I am so small, I 
could hide behind the lst bench in your 
dhaba. The police won't find me." 

‘The stall owner laughed at that. 
“Smart answer. Run away from home? 
Well, what's my worry? Here, take these 
—_—_—_— 

Nitin felt hot with shame. 
No one had ever spoken such 
words to him. 


parathas and kurma, I'll give you a cup 
of tea after that, You have to clean the 
tables and wash the plates, understood?” 

The man placed a plate with two 
parathas and some kurma Nitin ate the 
food without a word. 

He was amazed by the number of 
people who visited the dhaba as dusk fell 
Lorry drivers halted for a quick snack of 
biscuits with tea, A few had parathas or 
puri In two hours, Nitin had learnt to 
work efficiently, The glasses sparkled 
and the plates shone, 





$ night fell more vehicles 
Dy sree iis 

travelling by cars and vans 
‘There were more lorries and a few buses, 
How busy he was! Wait till his friends 
heard about this. They would never 
believe him. Anyway, he Wasn't planning 
to gohome. Nobody cared, Mother had 
time only for Asha, Even father had 
slapped him, 

The dhaba downed its shutters at 
midnight, Nitin curled up on a bench 
outside the dhaba, 

The clatter of vessels woke him up. 
It took him a few minutes to realise that 
he was at a dhaba on the highway. The 
nip in the air made him want to curl up, 





‘A cargo laden lorry was parked close by, 
was bright though the sun hadn't come 
up yet. 

The dhaba owner was serving the 





lorry driver. “The police are checking 
our Vehicles, Suspectin, et, are 
they?” the lorry driver sniggered, "Some 











runaway child, I hear. Know of any 
runaway child?” the lorry driver jerked 
his thumb in the general direction of 
Nitin’s town, 

“How did the boy look?" The dhaba 
owner wanted to know. “Did they show 
‘you photographs?” 

“So many boys disappear. Don't 
know where they go” the lorry driver 
shrugged. 

Nitin slid off the bench and clambered 
into the passenger cabin of the lorry. He 
was sure neither men had noticed him, 
Beneath the seat was a grimy rug. He 
covered himself with the rug leaving a 
litte opening so that he could breathe, 


Soon, he was asleep. 
W was moving, The iver wa 

humming a popular movie 
song tunelessly, Suddenly the vehicle 
swerved and the driver braked. Nitin’s 
hand shot out for balance, 

The lorry driver shouted a curse, He 
‘grabbed Nitin’s arm and pulled him out. 
Nitin glared balefully atthe driver. ‘The 
driver parked the lorry by the side ofthe 
highway. 

“So who are you?” The muscular 

Teacher: Ramu where do you get cotton 
Srom? 

Ramu: From grandpa's pillow, Sir 

‘Sushma D, 
Std VIA, St. Antony's English School, 
Bangalore 











hen he awoke next, the lorry 








lorry driver was bearded. His thick 
‘moustache was neatly trimmed, He wore 
a red turban, “Where are you from?” 
Nitin remained silent. 

“Tam waiting. You are not dumb are 
you?" Nitin gulped and blabbered, "Lam 
Nitin. Thave run away from home.” He 
‘wasn't sure what he was afraid of most. 
Of being left on the road or of being 
beaten up by a fearsome lorry driver. “If 
‘you take me back home, I'll run away 
again,” Nitin warned. 

‘The lorry driver shrugged. They were 
‘once again on their way. Nitin sat silent, 
watching the passing scenery. They 
halted at a dhaba. There were many 
kiosks beside the dhaba, 

As Nitin downed hot puris the lorry 
driver introduced himself as Harinder 
Singh. Across the road a boy was 
sticking posters on the wall, Nitin read 
aloud the contents of the poster. 

“You can read,” Harinder Singh 
exclaimed. 

‘Of course I can, I go to school," 
said proudly, 
‘Arre wah! What class are you in?" 

“Lam in third standard. Our school 
has a large playground, There is a 
tamarind tree beyond the school 
compound. Boys always climb the tree. 
They say ghosts visit the tree at night. 1 
hhave never been to school at night. So 
haven't seen a ghost. Have you seen 
ghosts?” 

“Won't you miss your parents and 
your school if you run away?" 

Nitin looked down athis shirt. It was 
sodirty. He knew what his mother would 
say if she saw his clothes now. 

(To continue) 
R. Sujatha 








Niti 
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ERASER CRAZE 


Thad a craze tor erasers when | was 
younger. | had a wonderful collection 
of scented erasers. There were some 


is I crossed the road a 
scooter hit me. 


shaped like a clock, a telephone, a hut... 
I spent much time scouring stationery shops for erasers. 
As | was young | went by school bus. My parents 

accompanied me to the bus stop. One day, I had to make my 

‘own way to the bus stop. | crossed the road without trouble. 
Only after reaching the other side did | notice the staionery 

shop. | asked my friend to accompany me to the shop. 

She refused. |, however, couldn't let slip 

‘an opportunity to buy anew eraser. 

Just as | tried to cross the 

road, | was hit by 

































A NARROW ESCAPE 


We were travelling by car to 
Rameshwaram. The trip through Ramanathapuram 
was pleasant, A number of lorries passed us by. They were 
full of people. A litle later we noticed a van surrounded by burly men. 
They weilded wooden clubs. Some policemen who passed that way 
chased the burly men away. As we moved ahead the same group of men 
now surrounded our cat. Our driver told the men that we were tourists 
and had nothing to do with politics. 

‘On our way back, we were advised to halt for the night and then 
proceed home. The next morning as we made our way back from 
Ramanathapuram we saw overturned lorries and 
buses. At one place some passengers of an 
overtumed bus were drinking tea at a roadside stall. 
Stones and broken glass were strewn on the road, 
Our driver told us that we had narrowly escaped 
from men who went on a rampage the previous 
night. 





mOZmM=TmuXm 













B.M. Poornima Jha, age 14, 
Holy Trinity MHSS, 
Chennai 








GOKULAM 66 August 2000 


























a speeding 
scooter. | fell 
unconscious. 

A rickshaw 
puller who noticed 
me, dropped me 
home. | had to 
stay in bed for a 
fortnight. As | 
recovered, | also 
lost interest in fed innate 
W were on our way 1 a funeral by rain, Near 





erasers. 

S. Jasmine | Cuddapah our train was diverted via Bangalore to Chennai 
Sultana, | because a train had derailed there. 

Std. x, BPDAV | We were worried because we planned to take a 

‘School, | connecting train to Trichy. We weren't prepared for the 

Hyderabad | !one journey. We had to go without food for a large part 


of our journey. 
‘At Chennai, we also missed the connecting train to 
‘Trichy. We finally took a bus. The driver was very rash. 
Most passengers spent the entire journey praying that they 

should reach thei destination safely 
V. Prabhadevi, age 12, AECS No.4, Mumbai, 


vas relaxing by the sea-shore in Marmagoa. Father had gone to buy us ice 
‘creams. | decided to help him fetch the ice creams. 

‘As | made my way, my sun glasses fell off my nose. | bent to pick them up 
when my gaze encountered a thin man’s stem face. He produced a kerchief 
and pressed it to my nose. | fell unconscious. 

‘When I regained my senses, | found myset tied to a pilar. | tugged at the 
rope. After a few tugs the rope gave way. 
‘The room was lit by a candle. | carried ito the door and tumed the knob. 














1 tripped and feil over my —S 
captors, 
To my surprise, it tured and soon | was 
‘out of the room. | blew out the candle. It 
‘was twilight. | noticed a door ajar to my 
left. 
I began to run, to escape from my 
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xperience 
captors. When | turned, | saw two men 

chasing me. I hid behind he bushes. The 
men did not notice me and ran ahead. 

‘As | began to run, | tripped and fell 
on top of my captors. They fell 
unconscious. | noticed a bus going to 
Marmagoa. As | jumped to board the 
bus, | received stinging slap. | opened 
my eyes. 

I was under a mosquito net. My 
father was watching over me sternly. | 
had been kicking in my dream. 

Abhishek Biswas, Std. VI, 
St. Patrick's School, 





HUCKY ESCAPE 


Qe nignt mother asked me 
‘several times to drink milk. | was 
rather sleepy and refused to get up 
from bed. Finally | told her that if 
she would bring me the glass of 
‘milk I'd drink it up. 

Mother went to the kitchen, 
She decided to transfer the 
milk into another glass. 

| decided to follow her 
into the kitchen. Just as | 
was about to drink the 
milk, mother snatched 
the glass from me. In 
the glass lay a lizard, 

Even now when | 
think of my lucky 

escape a shiver 
runs ‘down my 
spine. 

A. Praveen, 

Std. Xi, 
Seventh Day 
Adventist 

MHSS, 

Dindigul 
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nice there was a great 
©) tepumet inthe vegetable 
kingdom. ‘The argument 


was about who was fit to be the king 

‘The potato spoke first. “I am found 
universally. Tam an alltime favourite with 
people. Besides Ihave many eyes to keepan 
«ye onal of you. Obviously, Lam the king" 

‘The onion disagreed and sneered at the 
potato, “Without my distinctive Mavour you 
are not it tobe eaten at al” Then it tamed 
to the other vegetables and said, “The same 
applies tothe rest of you. Without me you 
are all tasteless. So without a doubt, Tam 
the king" 







WILL BE KING? 


rot say anything as it was ignored by the 
others 

Finally the brinjal stood up and 
“Have youall finished? Ifso, I would like to 
say just one thing. You are all arguing over 
‘your merits. Look at me closely. There can 
be no other king except me because I am 
bom with a crown on my head. None of 
you have a crown like mine.” 

This silenced the other vegetables. They 
realised it was true indeed. They accepted 
the brinjal as the king of the vegetable 
kingdom! 





J. Rohini Raj, Std. X A, 
KVIIT, Chennai. 





Itwaschill'stumn."My 

hot and fiery nature is what 
you all need to add 
‘spice”itsaid, "Being the 
largest, itis but natural 
for me to be the king”, 
said the pumpkin, 


Ihe argument 
continued 
Each vegetable 

stated why it 
should be the 

king, Only 
the poor 
brinjal 
did 






































Tan oid man was on his deathbed. He called both 


fas, Ram and Shyam to his side 








his sor 
‘Old man : My house 
Ram: i) take it 
(Old man : The farm. 
Ram : | take that. 
(Old man : The shares 
Ram : ("take them 


Fig raan: (had taken aloan of Rupees 1W0lkhs, 


which needs repaying 
‘Ram turned to Shyam and said : Well Shyam, 
surely | can't take all, you too take something 


All jokes by C. Kalidas, Chennai, 
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he emperor of 
Persia and King 
Akbar were good 


friends. They often sent 
riddles to each other, 

Once the Persian 
‘emperor sent an artificial 
lion in a cage, to Akbar's 
court. The lion in the cage 
looked so real that it 
scared the courtiers, They 
hid themselves behind the 
pillars. King Akbar too 
‘was a litle afraid. 

‘The man from Persia 
accompanying the cage 
saluted Akbar and said, 
“Our emperor wants to 
know if anyone from your ‘~~ 
court can remove the lion 
from the cage without 
breaking the cage," Ithad 
to be done within twenty days. 

None of the courtiers could solve the 
riddle, Akbar was worried, Birbal was 
on a pilgrimage with his family for a 
month, 

‘Abdul Fazall and Fawzi, two of king 
Akbar’s courtiers suggested that they 
break the lion’s body, But the body was 
made of metal. 

‘Akbar was pleased to find Birbal in 
the court the next day. He had returned 
carly as his wife could not bear the heat 
The king immediately took Birbal to 
the lion's cage and asked him to do 
something about al said, "Give 
me a day to find a solution.” 

Birbal found out that the lion was 
in fact made of wax. The metal coating 














‘was given o mislead everybody, Birbal 
knew what he should do. 

Next day in court, he asked the 
servants to bring red hot iron rods with 
wooden handles, 

He placed the rods on the lion. The 
rods were able to pass through the bars, 
of the cage, To everybody's 
amazement, they found the lion 
shrinking in size, ‘The heat of the iron 
rods was melting the lion, Soon, the 
Jion melted completely. The cage was 
empty. 

Akbar was pleased while everyone 
in the court admired Birbal’s skilis. 

S. Ajay Narayan, 
Std. IX, DTEA School, 
N. Delhi 
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FIND THE COUNTRIES 

1, Greece 2. Indonesia, 
3, Switzerland 4. Zaire 5, Java 6, Japan 
7. Brazil 8. Bangladesh 


















































































































Te PPP ey 
lets fetetele lets le 
rpettPetetetetete 
[efat ty Pe Hi ute 
SOBRIQUI : * i . ate 
1. Belgium aH { : 
2. Africa tetett tte 
3. Ireland Hep ehete 
4, Lhasa peta do Tepe tit 
5, Bangalore fT Peete 
GEMS SO MANY TEST YOUR 19 
Moonstone 3. Emerald 3 


4. Opal 5. Amethyst 
6. Diamond 7. Sapphire 
8. Jade 9. Topaz 10, Ruby 
11, Garnet 


SPORTS QUIZ 

1. Volleyball 2. Baseball 
3. Boxing 4. Chess 5. Cricket 
6. Basket ball 7. Tennis 
8, Weight lifting 9. Shooting 
10, Hockey 4. Oscar 
5. Jacques Cousteau 6, Einstein 
7. John Montage 8. New Zealand 











RIDDLES 9. United States of America 10. Penny 
1. Chimpanzee Black used in England. 
2. Elephant 
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do the 
ya you do the SRT rere a 


I gave you the last time? I had asked guess how many syllables the word 


‘you to find out how the following five 
words were pronounced. The words 
were dessert, superb, comfortable, 
interesting, and massage? 

Those of you who looked up the 
words in the dictionary must have found 
something peculiar in the pronunciation, 
column. In the case of “dessert”, for 
example, you must have found a 
slanting line before the second sylable 
“ssert”. 


particular syllable, “ssert”, is 
stressed 

What is stress? We have all heard 
about people suffering from stress. Do 
words suffer from stress too? 
Unfortunately all words 
in the English language 
suffer from stress. ! am 
not joking! What do I 
mean by stress? 

Let us take the word 
“America”, for example 
How many syllables does 
this word have? If you 
‘were to break up the word 
“America”, how would you 
do it? You' would probably 
say "2", “me”, “ri” and "ca". 

‘When we break up a word 
into smaller units, we usually 
end up with syllables. The 
word “America” has four 
syllables. Similarly, the word 
“university” can be divided into, 
*u’, “ni”, “ver”, “si” and “ty” 


Ithas five syllables. Now can you 


school” has? 
fome on, take a guess. It has only 
syllable. You cannot break up 
“schoo!” into anything smaller. Let me 
give you one more word. How many 
syllables do you think the word 
“cinema” has? That's right! It has three: 
‘ne” and “ma”. 
Now that you have some idea of 
what a syllable is, let me come back to 





In some dictionaries, the line 
may have come after the second 
syllable. What is the meaning of 
this slanting line? Can you 
he gare tne oon oe 


STRESS 




















the problem of stress. Stress in the 
context of speech means emphasis or 
loudness. What is the connection 
between a syllable and stress? 

In English, a particular syllable in 
‘every word is pronounced much more 
loudly than the other silables. Let's get 
back to the example of “America”. We 
had said that the word consists of four 
syllables. In the case of this word, the 
second syllable, “me” is sald much more 
forcefully - with more emphasis - than 
the other three syllables, You say 
aMErica. 

In the case of "university", itis the 
third syllable which is said’ loudly ~ 
UuniVERsity. These syllables which are 
sald more loudly than the other syllables 
are called “stressed syllables’. If you 
want to know which syllable in a word 
is stressed, you must consult a 
dictionary. 

It is vety difficult to guess which 
syllable is stressed just by looking at the 
word - just like it's difficult to guess the 
pronunciation of a word by looking at 
It's spelling, Stress is what differentiates 
most Indian languages from English 

In most Indian languages, 


all the syllables in a word are said with 
the same amount of emphasis or 
loudness. There is not a particular 
syllable which is said more loudly than 
the others. In English however, in every 
word, one syllable stands out from the 
others. 





his i the stressed syllable. It often 

changes the meaning of a word. 
‘Take for example, the word “dessert”. 
Most of us in India do not really make 
a distinction between this word and 
“desert” as far as the pronunciation 
goes 

We pronounce both the same way, 
But there is a big difference in thelr 
meaning “Desert” isa place full of sand, 
and a “dessert” js a sweet dish that you 
have after a meal. What isthe diference 
in pronunciation between the two? The 
difference is one of stress. 

‘The word “desert” has the stress on 
the first syllable. It's pronounced 
“DEsert”, The sweet dish, on the other 
hand, is pronounced “deSSERT" 





So where you put the stress in a word 
can change the meaning of a word. 

Here are a couple of words often 
mispronounced. “Interesting” and 
“comfortable”. Most or us pronounce 
the word “interesting” as “inTRESting” 
Similarly, we put th. stress on the 
second syllable of “comfortable”. 

In both these cases, the frst syllable 





Dear Children, 
Uncle Upendran would like 
this serial: “Use 
Do you find it 
useful? Interesting? Have you 
‘any problem or doubt regarding 
spoken or written English? 
Write to him about It - c/o 
Editor, Gokulam, 47, J.N. Road, 
Chennai, 600 097, and he will 
help you through this column 
‘on a'selective basis. You get.a 
free copy of Gokulam whenever 
your name appears in these 
Pages! 


Is the stressed syllable, It should be 
“INtresting”, and “COMfortable”. And 
where does one get information about 
which syllable in a word is stressed? In 
a dictionary, 

Different dictionaries indicate a 
stressed syllable differently. Some put 
a slanted line before the stressed 
syllable, and some after it. Some 
underline it, while others print the 
stressed syllable in bold. Read the 
introduction to find out how the stressed 
syllables in your dictionary are marked. 

Before I conclude, here is something 
for you to do. Find out which syllable 
receives the stress in the following 
words. Photograph, photography, 
develope, employee, celebrate, 
anniversary, and super, 

S.Upendran 
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SEMOLINA CAKE 


You need : 4 kg. semolina, 1 kg. 
sugar ground to a fine powder, 20 
cashewnuts broken to bits, yolk of 1 
egg, white of 1 egg beaten to a stiff 
froth. %4 glass each of rosewater and 
honey, chopped lemon rind, 


Method : In a bow! beat the egg 
yolk and sugar, Add semolina and mix. 
‘Add cashewnuts, rosewater, honey and 
the chopped rind of lemon, Lastly add 
the white of the egg. 

Pour the mixture into a greased, flat 
baking tray and bake in a moderate 
‘oven, When ready turn out carefully 
and sprinkle sugar on top. 

L. Sheba, age 15, 
Sanjose MS, Mettupalayam 
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raveena was 

the daughter of 

a businessman. 

She was in fourth 

standard and went to a 

convent school. She 
was also a good student. Her 
mother was a busy social worker. 
Praveena was often alone in the 
house. She was loved by her par- 

‘ents but she was not happy. 

Praveena’s mother had em- 
ployed a woman to do the house- 
hold chores. For over a week now, 
the woman had not come, One 
evening when 











raveena's 
FRIEND 


Praveena returned home 
from school, she 
found a girl of her 
age dusting the furni- 
ture. 

"Who are you?" 
Praveena asked as she 
placed her school bag on the 
table, 

“am Kripa. My mother sent 

me to work here." 
Praveena and Kripe 
soon became good friends, 
Praveena offered to teact 
Kripa to read and write. 
Kripa hesitated. If Kripa's 







Age 14, | mother learnt that she was 


learning to read and write, she 
would not send her to work, 


raveena suggested that 
)) she could learn to study 

without her mother's 
knowledge. Praveena of- 
ten passed on to Kripa some of the 
gifts that her father bought for her. 

Praveena taught Kripa to read 
and write during the summer va- 
cation. She also lent books to 
Kripa. 

twas Praveena's mother's birth- 
day. To her dismay she found she 
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had no money in her piggy bank. 
She had spent it all on books for 
Kripa, On her mother's birthday 
father gifted mother a sari. He 
looked at Praveena and asked, 
‘What is your gift to mother? 
Praveena burst into tears 
Mother hugged her and said, "So 
what if you didn't get me a gift 
Praveena then told her mother 








COVER 
FEATURE 











about Kripa. “I spent all my 

pocket money on Kripa. | 
bought her the things she needed. 

Why, you can't give me a bet- 

ter present,” mother said hugging 






her. 
(Of course, we are proud of you 


Praveena,” father patted her on her 
back. 

M. Ashmi, 

Std vill, 

Cotton Hill Govt. Girls HSS, 

Trivandrum. 
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Mythology 


udhistira 
the eldest 
of the Pandavas 
had been crowned 


the king of 
Hastinapur. The king had won the 
war at Kurukshetra. Many people 
came to see the king either to seek 
favours or merely to greet him 
‘A poor man too had come to see 
the king. Yudhistira was also called 
Dharmaraja because he always 
followed the path of virtue. The 
poor man asked the king for help. 
Yudhistira said, "Come tomorrow, 
will give you what you want." 
Bhima, Yudhistira's brother 
overheard this promise. He at once 
called for a meeting of the royal 
attendants. He announced that the 
next day would be celebrated as 
a day of victory. This sudden 
announcement created a great 








Af Garice 


esson 


commotion, Everyone 
wanted to know what the 
victory was and who had won it. 

‘The news reached Dharmaraja 
Bhima was asked to give an 
explanation. 

Bhima said, "We have won over 
death for twenty four hours 
Dharmaraja has asked a man to 
come tomorrew to receive help. 
He always speaks the truth. It 
means that Dharmaraja is quite 
certain that he will be alive for the 
next twenty four hours.” 

Yudhistira realised his mistake. 
He sent for the poor man and gave 
him what he wanted, 

R.M. Chetan 
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WATER ON MARS 

‘Some of the walls of craters in, 

‘Mars may have been made by water, 

bolieve scientists, In 1972, spacecraft 
Mariner 9 returned pictures of large 
flood channels, Later, scientists could not 
prove the presence of water. This new 
evidence has led people to believe that life 
could exist on Mars, 

‘Scientists do not know f Mars supported 
lifelongaago. Mars is + Amitabh Bachchan 
four bilion years ol. 

The — recent 
‘evidence came from 
photographs sent by 
Global Surveyor, a 
spacecraft that i in 
Mars's orbit. 

PAYTO SPIT 

itis happening in 
Mumbai. Men and 
women who call 
themselves 
‘Nuisance Detectors’ 
are on the prow in 
‘Mumbai streets, If you spit on the road, they 
fine you Rs.50. Ifyou throw garbage as you 
walk you are fined Rs.100. If you throw 
garbage as you drive down, you are fined 
Rs.2,500. Mumbai's streets are looking 
cleaner these days. 

WAX MODEL OF SUPERSTAR 

At the famous Madame Tussauds wax 

museum, visitors can soon be photographed 


with Amitabh Bachchan, the superstar of 
Hindicinema. His wax model willbe located 
in The Garden Party, the most popular 
location in the museum. Amitabh Bachchan 


will appear as he is now seen on TV. Not as 
he did during his youth. 


TIGERS LOST 
The Nandankanan 200 
in Orissa is famous for its tigers. 
There are royal Bengaltigers and the 
litle known white tigers, here. 





sos 


However, the tigers here are poorly fed 
and are susceptible to infection, Atleast 12 
tigers died even after treatment. Seven more 
tigers are recovering from the infection. 

India's national animal isthe tiger 

LONG NOSE CONTEST 

ltwas a contest heldtoidentiy the person 
withthe longest nose, Mehmet Ozyurek has. 
the longest nose. It measures 8.8 cm long. 
He won the Intemational Long Nose Award 
‘The contest was held in Turkey. 
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+ The olympic ame 


Tennis 
Venus Williams has won the 
singles Wimbledon crown, She 
beat Lindsay Davenport 
straight sets to win the crown 
‘Venus made it to a Grand slam finals (US 


‘open) three years ago in 1997, 
She later lost to Martina Hingis, 

Serena went on to win the US 

‘open championship. Venus, though role 
model to her younger sister, won 
‘Wimbledon only now. 

Pete Sampras has won his 13th Grand 
Slam title at Wimbledon. It is his seventh 
‘appearance here. He defeated Australian 
Patrick Rafter atthe finals. Rafter defeated 
‘Andre Agassi at the semi-finals, Rafter 
won the semi-finals after a five-set match 


SPORTS PAGE 


which was played for three hours 
a} and 18 minutes 
Football 
‘At Rotterdam, France won the 
Euro - 2000 soccer final. The 
French team defeated Italy 2-1 
‘Two years ago they won the 
World Cup 3-0 on home turf 
Zinedine Zidane has been 
declared the player of the 
French player 
Zidane was responsible for the 
goal that took the 
French team to its 
victory 
Olympics 
‘The Olympic flame 
was taken underwater 
near Queensland in 
‘Australia, ‘The flame was 
‘on its way to the Olympic 
stadium in Sydney, The 
flame was kept alive by 
“sing special chemicals 
It was underwater for 


PUT 


‘two minutes and forty seconds, 
Arjuna awards 

For the first time since the inception of 
Arjuna awards no cricketer has been 
named for the award. Twenty three 
sportspersons have been selected for the 
awards. Hockey player Dhanraj Pillay has 
been selected for the Rajiv Gandhi Khel 
Ratna award, 





tournament. 
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‘DO YOU KNOW 

1. Why do we use no. for 

‘umber? 
The English word number 
was derived from the 
Lath word “Numero” and 
hence number is 
described as no. 

2. Why do the Roman 

Catholics call their holy 
father as pope? 
The word pope was 
derived from the Latin 
word "PAPA", In Latin 
apa means father, 

<M. Vinodh, Vriddachatam 


Find the odd 





Help the ant reach the Anthi' 


































FAMOUS PUNCH LINES 


1, Videocon - Bring home the leader 
2. Daewoo Matiz - The big small car. 

3, CBZ - Motorcycling unplugged. 

4, Caliber - The unshakeable 

5, Ford Ikon - The josh machine 

6. Nokia - Connecting people 

7. BPL - Believe in the 
best 

8. Woodlands shoes 


- The leather that weathers. 
9. Skycell - When you want to talk, talk, talk! 
10. Citibank - The city never sleeps 
K. Kamini, age 13, St, Kevin's AIGHS, Chennai. 









